Fiddler’s Rag
Vol. 46, Number 12
Celebrating 45 years

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
www.fiddlers.org

President’s Note

Dec 2018
Next Jam: Dec 2

November marked the clock rollback to Pacific Standard
Time and the return to Hoover School. Thanks to Dave
Thomas, Bill Boiko, and Wes Mitchell for leading the jam
groups and Pete Showman as jam manager. Endless
thanks to Dinah and Charlotte for greeting folks as they
manage the admission table every month. Thanks to
everyone who volunteers to make the SCVFA jam happen.

In the aftermath of the “Camp”
fire, the broader community finds
endless needs. Our friends at the
California Bluegrass Association,
CBA, are raising funds to aid in
the purchase of instruments for Volunteers are what keeps SCVFA going and it’s a great
the fire survivors. “Every dime way to connect with more musicians.
raised is further validation of the
power of our Associations to care It takes a village... Let’s all do our part.
--- Susan
for and nurture the dual traditions
of bluegrass and old-time and the
people who love them.” I
Join us for the SCVFA
encourage those who are able, to join the CBA fund raising
Holiday Potluck
effort at: https://www.cbaweb.org/
Many of us will be traveling over the holidays and
protecting your instrument is crucial. The following links
may offer some helpful advice.
https://makingmusicmag.com/flying-be-prepared/
https://makingmusicmag.com/flying-advice-day-of/
There are often many new faces at SCVFA. My attempts
to greet each of you personally do not always succeed, so
accept a warm welcome to our group. Tell your friends
and family about us and encourage them to join in with the
joy of music.
There is no requirement to play an
instrument. We all love an audience when playing for the
open mic.
Are you a photographer, social media junkie, sound guru,
or tech savvy? We can use your talent and skills. Wanna
help… even in a small way? Come talk to me or email
president [at] fiddlers.org.
Sunday, December 2nd is our annual holiday
potluck. Bring a dish to share and celebrate the holiday
season. Plan to share some of your favorite seasonal
music at the open mic. Special thanks go to Cheri Palasek
for organizing the meal as well as Lee Clarke and Barb
Pesavento for the table centerpieces and Charlotte Prater
for the coffee service.
“Afters” was at Sam’s Bar-B-Que last month. A small
group attended for some good food and fine
conversation. We will not meet for “Afters” in December
because of the holiday potluck.

Sunday, Dec. 2nd

•
•

Jamming and stage performances from 1-3 PM
Potluck Dinner starts at 3 PM

Please bring lots of side dishes and a few desserts.
The SCVFA will provide turkey, ham, beverages, eating
utensils and decorations.
Bring one dish to feed four times as many as are in your
group. So, if you come alone, bring enough for four
people. If you come as a couple, bring enough for 8.
Please bring your own serving utensils and tape your
name on your serving dishes so we know who they belong
to.
Can’t bring a dish? Come anyway and buy a meal for just
$5.
Note: We do not have permission to use the kitchen
facilities (kitchen sinks or electrical outlets). No food
warmers or electrical utensils are permitted.
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Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara Valley
Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is a
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The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit membersupported organization.
Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping
traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation.
Many local corporations offer matched donations for nonprofits. Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit.
You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;
our EIN is 51-0196154
Donate as you are able
and traditional music will reap the benefits.

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not
just for fiddlers”. The image to the right side of
the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to
illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our
jams and events.
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SCVFA Happenings
SCVFA Slow Jam current tune list
www.fiddlers.org/learning/#slowjam
Angeline The Baker (D)
Arkansas Traveler (D)
Barlow Knife (G)
Girl I Left Behind Me (G)
Jaybird (D)
June Apple (A)
Liberty (D)
Mississippi Sawyer (D)
Over The Waterfall (D)

Buy your tickets for Winterdance!

Red-Haired Boy (A)
Red Wing (G)
Shoo Fly (D)
Soldier’s Joy (D)
Squirrel Hunters (A)
St. Anne’s Reel (D)
Swallowtail Jig (E)
Whiskey Before Breakfast (D)
Wildwood Flower (C)

Mark Your Calendar - Upcoming Events
12/2 1:00 - 5:00pm SCVFA Holiday Potluck and
music jam at Hoover. More info at www.fiddlers.org.
11/29 8:00-10:00pm - Odd Fellows Lodge in
Cupertino – Caleb Klauder and Reeb Williams. Info
at https://goo.gl/arZpZ5.
12/13 Silicon Valley House Concerts presents Little
Missy – Concert (7:30 – 9:30), Fiddle, Guitar & Banjo
Workshops (4:30 – 6:00). For info email
SV.houseconcerts [at] gmail.com.
1/10 - 13, 2019 Bakersfield. The California Bluegrass
Association presents The Great 48 Hour Jam
More info at www.cbaweb.org/events/great48

November SCVFA Board Meeting
Highlights
We now have two potential trustees willing to serve if
elected at the February Membership meeting,
Jessica Ollmann has agreed to be appointed secretary.
We participated at many playouts including the Prusch
Farm and Oakmont.
We now have 132 active member-households.
We have transitioned to mostly electronic delivery –
all but 18 went by email.
We still need someone to take over outreach for
performances.
At the Holiday Potluck, we will charge an extra $5
(beyond the attendance fee) for each person who
comes to the potluck without a dish to share and
wishes to eat.
The Board authorized an expenditure of up to $500 to
buy a portable sound system.
(Cont’d on column 2)
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Board Meeting Highlights (Cont’d from column 1)
The Board authorized sending the member newsletter
(currently called the "Fiddler’s Rag") via email to two or
more SCVFA members in the same member-household
when requested, for no additional membership dues or fee.
(Implementing this depends on the membership approving
a proposed Bylaws change at the February Membership
Meeting, and on a planned database update. Members will
be notified when we are able to offer this service.)
Next board meeting date: tentatively Jan 9 or Jan 10.
Check with any board member closer to the date or consult
the January Rag late December.
Anne Raphael - Recording Secretary
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November Jam
Photos by Susan Goodis

Wes Mitchell leads the Tune Builder with Jean Avram,
Patti Bossert and Liz Alsop in attendance.

Peter Forrest
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Rudy Posch enjoying the sound of music
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November Jam Photos by Susan Goodis

Gary Breitbard (center) leads a fiddle tune with Paul Clarke (banjo) and Vicki Parrish (cello)

Peter Forrest and friends nail a bluegrass tune

“On your marks!”: John Alsop and Bob Palasek
Fiddler’s Rag December 2018
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Farewell
By Susannah Wedgwood
Long time SCVFA member Tom Mitchell passed
away peacefully in his home on October 2nd. Tom
had just turned 94.
In college Tom majored and minored in music, and
for a few years before he went into the Air Force, he
taught music in a rural schoolhouse.
During WWII Tom was stationed in Japan, where he
met his wife of 60+ years, Tomoko.
Tom was well known in the SCVFA community, as
well as in other music circles.
Since his retirement in the mid- 1980s Tom could be
seen at jams, campouts, and music festivals playing
his favorite country, bluegrass and gospel songs on
his red sunburst Gibson Dove guitar.
Tom recorded an album in 2012, Tom Mitchell &
Friends Bluegrass Country, at the age of 87.
Tom had a great passion for playing music.
I remember seeing him
play for 10-12 hours
straight, sleep in his car,
and then get up to do it
again the next day.
He had a lot of energy
and enthusiasm, and he
lived a long and
beautiful life. He will
be missed.

Thomas Leroy Mitchell
September 30th, 1924 – October 2nd, 2018

Paul
Indman
and
Susannah Wedgwood
have some Tom Mitchell and Friends CDs for sale for
$10, proceeds to benefit the SCVFA. Email swedgwood
[at] hotmail.com.
Richard Brooks (former SCVFA President) wrote:
“Several Fiddlers Rags mention Tom and the making of
the CD: August 2011, March 2012, April 2012 and
August 2012.” And page 2 of the May 2012 Fiddler's
Rag: “Tom Mitchell's just-released Bluegrass Country
CD is superb country and bluegrass with well-known
SCVFA members on it. It will be (and still is) available
at the jam for only $10. All the money is being donated
to the SCVFA. Helping Tom (with the CD production) is
Paul Indman (mandolin and CD producer), Susannah
Wedgwood (guitar and harmony vocals), Dave McAnelly
(Dobro), Dave Magram (banjo and pedal steel), Markie
Sanders (bass and harmony vocals), Gail Reese (fiddle
and harmony vocals), and Sam Morocco (bass).”
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July 1, 2012 SCVFA performance at the San Jose
Rose Garden Park for the Costumers Guild. Tom
Mitchell on the guitar with Dave Magram (banjo),
Dave McAnelly (Dobro) and Paul Indman (mandolin).
(Photo: Richard Brooks)
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You can hear a MIDI rendering of the tune at www.showman.org/Tunes/

Sadie at the Back Door

Key: D Mixolydian

= 100

By Jere Canote

(More or less as played by the Canote brothers)
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(to repeat)

** Greg plays a shuffle on the fiddle somewhat as suggested by the small note-heads, though it varies.
To simplify it, omit those, e.g. as suggested below.
By Jere Canote (canote.com); apparently Sadie is (or was) his brother Greg’s cat. Transcribed, arranged and typeset in
ABC Plus by Pete Showman, April 2013. Here’s a link to the source: www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4ht2GEdzzA (Jere
and Greg Canote playing the tune at American Banjo Camp, 2009). At a workshop I attended, Jere said they’d been at a
music event where a band played the tune and called it "traditional". Jere said he thought "Yes, I’ve made it!"

Sadie at the Back Door

Key: D mix

= 90

By Jere Canote

(Simplified)
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Arr: Pete Showman
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Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,
San Jose. The school is at the corner of Naglee and
Park. Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side.

Next Jam: Sunday Dec. 2nd, 1-5 pm
at Hoover Middle School

Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter@scvfa.org

