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President’s Note 
 
February 3rd is the Annual 
Meeting and Election Day for 
SCVFA. 
 
I would like to extend my 
sincerest thanks to our two 
outgoing trustees, Bert Raphael 
and Wes Mitchell. I appreciate 
all the work they have done over 
the years and all that I know they 
will continue to do to keep our 
fiddle association strong.     

 

We need your presence, as paid up members, to make 
quorum at our Membership Meeting on February 
3rd.  Good news!  You can join or rejoin that day at the jam 
and take part in the voting.  We take credit cards and real 
cash.   To minimize interference with jamming, I will keep 
the “State of our Fiddlers Association” speech brief. We 
will start the meeting at 2:30pm and there will be no Tune 
Builder. 
 

January arrived with windy, cold and rainy weather, but a 
dedicated group of musicians rocked the Hoover school 
cafeteria, a classroom and the kitchen. There’s nothing like 
music to warm your soul.  I spent that same time warming 
my soul with old musician friends in Pittsburgh, PA at the 
“Hambones” jam.  The temperature was in the 20’s but the 
music was hot. 
 

If you are new to SCVFA, I extend my warmest 
welcome.  My attempts to greet each of you personally do 
not always succeed, so please look for me at the jam and 
introduce yourself.   Let everyone know about SCVFA and 
encourage them to join us.   There is no requirement to play 
an instrument.   We all love an audience. 
 

“Afters” is the time to put down your instruments and get 
to know one another.   Join us immediately following the 
February jam at “Chipotle” for good conversation and 
good food.  975 The Alameda, San Jose.   
 

Thanks to Sam Schillace for leading the kitchen Slow Jam 
and Gary Breitbard for leading Tune Builder.    Thank you, 
Bert and Anne Raphael, as jam manager and sound 

equipment transporter.    As always, thanks Dinah and 
Charlotte for greeting folks at the admission table every 
month.   Thanks to everyone who volunteers to make the 
SCVFA jam happen. 
 

If you are a photographer, social media junkie, sound guru, 
or tech savvy, we can use your talent and skills.  Wanna 
help… even in a small way?   Come talk to me or email 
president [at] fiddlers.org. 
 

Volunteers are what keeps SCVFA going and it’s a great 
way to connect with more musicians. 
 

It takes a village...  Let’s all do our part.      
 

- Susan 
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We need you! 
Our annual Membership Meeting will be 
held at the February 3rd jam at 2:30pm.   
 
See the January Newsletter to review the Bylaws 
change and the Trustee candidates' statements.  The 
Board’s Nominating Committee has nominated two 
candidates for 2019-2022: Dave Thomas for seat 4, 
and Sam Schillace for seat 3. 

 

Dave Thomas Sam Schillace 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
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The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 
Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara Valley 
Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is a 
nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the preservation, teaching, 
and enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in a household includes 
the Fiddler’s Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 
discounted. To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join. 
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Seat 2: Élan Alford  Seat 4: Wes Mitchell Seat 6: Cindy Dinga 

To Contact the SCVFA: 
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 
Email to Susan Goodis:  president [at] fiddlers.org    

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 
Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.fiddlers.org 
Copyright 2019, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

 
The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-

supported organization. 
 

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping 
traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation. 

 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-
profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  
our EIN is 51-0196154 

 

Donate as you are able  
and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not 
just for fiddlers”.  The image to the right side of 

the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a 
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to 

illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our 
jams and events.  
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 
 
 

 SCVFA Slow Jam current tune list 
www.fiddlers.org/learning/#slowjam 

 

Angeline The Baker (D) 
Arkansas Traveler (D) 
Barlow Knife (G) 
Girl I Left Behind Me (G) 
Jaybird (D)  
June Apple (A)  
Liberty (D) 
Mississippi Sawyer (D)  
Over The Waterfall (D) 
 
Thank you all for participating in the slow jam. The 
slow jam is for beginners who want to participate in a 
slow-paced jam (60-90 BPM).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

January SCVFA Board Meeting Highlights 
 
SCVFA Community service: free playout for Toys for 
Tots was a success. 
 
Susan staffed a desk at the December Winterdance 
event which yielded $240 for SCVFA 
 
Discussion held about potential fiddle contest in the 
future. 
 
Discussion about building up bluegrass musicians’ 
interest in the SCVFA jam. 
 
Membership report: actives 132, of whom 121 are fully 
paid, 11 overdue.  Up 9 from a year ago. 
 
Newsletter report:  Only 18 were mailed last month, out 
of 135 total (including email distribution). Webmaster 
report: events are up to date.  
 
Motion approved to authorize two mini-concerts.  
Details of performers and dates to be determined by 
Susan Goodis.  
 
The February jam will include the annual meeting,      
election of two Trustees to replace Bert Raphael and 
Wes Mitchell, and a vote on the bylaws amendment 
described in the January Fiddler's Rag. 
 
Motion approved to authorize purchase of a case with 
wheels and a speaker stand for already approved mini-
PA system for small playouts or performances. 
 
Next meeting date:  tentatively Wednesday, March 27. 
 

---Anne Raphael, Recording Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Red-Haired Boy (A) 
Red Wing (G) 
Shoo Fly (D) 
Soldier’s Joy (D) 
Squirrel Hunters (A) 
St. Anne’s Reel (D)  
Swallowtail Jig (E)  
Whiskey Before Breakfast (D)  
Wildwood Flower (C) 
 

Mark Your Calendar - Upcoming Events 
 

2/3 1:00 - 5:00pm SCVFA music jam and Annual  
Membership Meeting (2:30pm) at Hoover.   
More info at www.fiddlers.org. 
Note: there will be no Tune Builder at the February  
Jam due to our Annual Membership Meeting. 
 
2/7 – 7:30pm Mads Tolling and Dan Zemelman 
Mountain View house concert. 
Reservations: SV.houseconcerts [at] gmail.com 
 
2/17 – 4:30pm SF Bluegrass & Old-Time Festival  
More info at www.birdbeckett.com/sunday-february- 
17th-430-p-m-triple-chicken-footsf-bluegrass-old- 
time-festival. 
 
4/10-14 Julian Family Fiddle Camp, Julian, CA. 
More info at www.familyfiddlecamp.com. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Something cooking at the January Jam: Jean Avram hosted 
the Tune Builders in the kitchen.  (photo: Susan Goodis) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“After silence, that which comes nearest to expressing 
the inexpressible is music” 

~Aldous Huxley~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
January 6th pouring rain and cold winds didn’t deter 34 brave 
SCVFA jammers to gather indoor at Hoover.  As mentioned 

at the SCVFA January Board meeting: 
“Charlotte (Prater) did a roaring business in hot coffee!” 

(photo: Pete Showman) 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
http://www.familyfiddlecamp.com/
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Six Steps to Better Tone  
by Chip Curry 
 
Ever listen to Stewart Duncan play a simple old-time 
fiddle tune?  Wait a minute, he’s using one fiddle and a 
few bow strokes. The melodies are not so complicated, 
so how come it sounds so great? Tone.   

Chip Curry is a Bay Area based professional musician 
performing Bluegrass, Western Swing and Old-Time.  
Chip plays several hundred shows a year for children, 
seniors and general audiences. 
He joined the SCVFA in 1981 and volunteered many 
years as Rag editor.  Chip is a regular SCVFA monthly 
jam participant, really livening it up, playing almost any 
stringed instrument.  For more information see 
www.chipcurry.com. 

------------------------------- 
A few years ago, I went on a quest to find out how to get 
sweet tone out of a fiddle.  I would love to share a few 
techniques I practice and welcome anyone else’s 
comments. 
 

1. Slow down the bow strokes.  A couple of years ago, 
I caught a master class with a violinist who was 
performing at the San Jose Jazz Festival.  He said he 
started his daily practice with between 2 and 30 (yes 
30!) minutes playing on open strings.  He showed us 
how he could make a nice clean sound taking 25 
seconds to complete one bow stroke on an A-string.  
Try it before your next practice; slow your bow 

stroke to 10, 15, 20, 25 seconds, work on smooth 
tone. Do this for a few calm minutes. Then listen to 
your playing. 

 

2. Seek perfect Intonation.  There is nothing like 
notes played in beautiful, perfect tune. I acquired a 
CD of drones in all keys. Google it, they are free 
online. Play your C tunes over a C drone, you will 
easily hear your tuning and your fingers will get used 
to stretching the exact distance.  Play along with 
slower recorded music, really seek out that perfect 
intonation.  

 

3. Practice vibrato on a daily basis.  Control of the 
roll of fingers and wrist is essential to coloring and 
controlling notes. Bluegrass and folk fiddlers 
traditionally use a slower vibrato.  Chad Manning 
points out how movement of vibrato can actually be 
subdivisions of the meter.  He also points out that 
vibrato should not be used as an effect, but a careful 
coloring of the note.  It takes practice, but the payoff 
is huge. 

 

4. Relax.  One teacher showed me how my entire upper 
body was tense while playing. Calm down and 
practice being very comfortable and relaxed. 

 

5. Drag the bow.  Subtly lead with the wrist and let the 
fingers drag.  One YouTube video told of Paganini’s 
secret he carried in a little box.  The online teacher 
opened the box and pulled out a pencil.  Then he 
showed how to pretend like the pencil was a bow, 
dragging it in multiple directions, being careful to 
drag the fingers. 

 

6. Get a teacher.  It is so easy for me to become used 
to my own sound. I find it essential to get mentors 
from time to time to refresh good technique.  I am 
not talking about having one teach me fiddle tunes 
and solos, that can be fun but I am really talking 
about learning good technique.  I recommend taking 
a few classical lessons.  Chad Manning (Berkeley) is 
a remarkable teacher for bluegrass fiddling.  There 
are so many. 
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2018 Photo Retrospective  
  

Jim Smyth sketching some of the SCVFA Jam open mic performers 
(Photo: Bill Boiko) 

SCVFA celebrated 45 years in March of 2018 
(Photo: Pete Showman) 

John Sellers, Dave Magram, Arthur Kee, Chip Curry, Ken Smith and Linda Maki 
play and sing bluegrass on stage at the March 2018 Jam (Photo: Pete Showman) 

SCVFA members voting during the 2018 annual Trustee election  
(Photo: Pete Showman) 

Gary Breitbard (center) leads a fiddle tune with Paul 
Clarke (banjo) and Vicki Parrish (cello) at the Nov’18 
Jam. 
(Photo: Susan Goodis) 

Oct’18 Prusch Park Farm playout 
(Photo: Dinah Showman) 
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Goodbye Old Friend by Patrice Tanti 
 
A story I heard recently “resonated” with me in a big 
way.  This was an NPR Weekend Edition radio program 
titled “A cosmic connection between two violinists” 
www.npr.org/2018/10/27/660187923/a-cosmic-
connection-between-2-violinists. 
Note: this article will make more sense if you read first 
the story in the link above. 
 

Geoff Wharton, professional violinist, tells the story of 
the violin he played for years before realizing it had 
previously belonged to American famed violinist 
Audrey Call, the very composer of the jazzy tunes he had 
been performing as encores at performances all over the 
world.   
 

I pieced together some of the key facts in the timeline 
below to figure out the odds of a coincidence.  Other than 
the geographical proximity between Santa Rosa (where 
Audrey Call passed away) and Sacramento (where Geoff 
Wharton studied music), many questions remain 

unanswered. Why did Audrey Call’s sheet music end up 
in the music practice room of Sacramento State 
University?  Why did Geoff Wharton get drawn to this 
music in particular?  Why did he, only a year later and 
unbeknownst to him, buy Audrey Call’s Gagliano 
violin?  Taken separately, these events may have 
happened by pure chance.  But together they suggest 
another dimension altogether.  A dimension where art 
flows unhindered outside of space-time.  This is how 
perhaps special people, musicians among them, succeed 
from time to time in connecting in a non-physical way. 
 

It is quite sad when in 1995, realizing his violin had 
belonged to Audrey Call, Geoff Wharton was unable to 
find her, still alive and retired since 1989.  It took another 
23 years for the story to unravel.  Geoff was able to 
connect with Audrey’s son Victor Marcelli.  Speaking 
about another violin she owned, Victor said: “And I 
remember — very touching, it makes me want to cry — 
she put the violin in this very case, this very violin, and 
said, 'Goodbye old friend.’”

 

 

http://www.npr.org/2018/10/27/660187923/a-cosmic-connection-between-2-violinists
http://www.npr.org/2018/10/27/660187923/a-cosmic-connection-between-2-violinists


You can hear a MIDI rendering of the tune at www.showman.org/Tunes/
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Key: D maj. Manitoba’s Golden Boy By Andy DeJarlis

= 110 (A Two Step)
DeJarlis played it with lots of drones and/or double stops.

Listen to the recording (link below).

A

3

D G D

5 A7 D1

5 A7 D2

B9 G D

13

3

A D1

13

3

A D

(
)

(to repeat tune)

2

A tune by well-known Métis fiddler Andy DeJarlis (1914-1975).  DeJarlis was originally from Manitoba (in
central Canada); later he also lived and played in Vancouver and Montreal.  You can hear him playing it here,
at about 122 bpm:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWs7V447sug.

 Wikipedia says "The Golden Boy (official name Eternal Youth) is a statue perched facing north on the dome
of the Manitoba Legislative Building in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, and it is arguably Manitoba’s best
known symbol."

Transcribed from the above recording, arranged and typeset in ABC Plus by Pete Showman;  r1: 5/7/2018. 
(Rev. 2, text changes only: 1/18/2019.)



   
    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 
P.O. Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.   
Location:  Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,  
San Jose.  The school is at the corner of Naglee and 
Park.  Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side. 

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 
or email to: newsletter [at] scvfa.org 

Next Jam:  Sunday Feb. 3rd, 1-5 pm 
at Hoover Middle School 

          
       

        
 

Rhythmical Problems? 
A blog gem shared by Susan Goodis 
 
Pianist Teacher Graham Fitch in his blog at https://makingmusicmag.com/solving-a-rhythmical-
problem/?utm_source=MM+Newsletter+1%2F9%2F19&utm_campaign=MM+1%2F9%2F19
+Newsletter&utm_medium=email  helps solving rhythmical problems. 
 
Graham advises: 
“Rhythmical mistakes can often be fixed by counting a steady beat out loud and clapping or 
tapping the rhythm of the passage in question.  You should do it the other way around if you 
prefer, and clap or snap a steady beat while you vocalize the rhythmic pattern on the page 
using words or syllables…” 

 
 
 

https://makingmusicmag.com/solving-a-rhythmical-problem/?utm_source=MM+Newsletter+1%2F9%2F19&utm_campaign=MM+1%2F9%2F19+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://makingmusicmag.com/solving-a-rhythmical-problem/?utm_source=MM+Newsletter+1%2F9%2F19&utm_campaign=MM+1%2F9%2F19+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://makingmusicmag.com/solving-a-rhythmical-problem/?utm_source=MM+Newsletter+1%2F9%2F19&utm_campaign=MM+1%2F9%2F19+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
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