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No Jam in June

President’s Note

A Song for the Times by Allan French
Once again, the jam at the
Hoover School is cancelled for Hello singers (and Paul Simon song fans). I found two
June. Most of us are struggling versions of these parody song lyrics on Facebook. I
without the musical connection merged them and also added some lyrics of my own.
with friends. The latest from
There Must be Fifty Ways to Beat the Virus
Santa Clara County states: “All
Don’t hop on the bus, Gus
public and private gatherings of
Don’t visit your gran, Stan
any number of people occurring
Stay away from the pack, Jack
outside a single household or
And find you a mask.
living unit are prohibited”.
Wipe down every toy, Roy
Sadly, SCVFA cannot sanction
‘Cuz COVID leaps, peeps
any gathering, even in the
Don’t listen to Don, Ron
Park. Let’s hope July brings fewer restrictions and we
And heed the CDC.
can make music and celebrate in person.
This ain’t time to party, Arty
Have you seen any good movies while in isolation? “The
Don’t
lounge on the beach, bitch
Mountain Minor” starring Dan Gellert, Elizabeth
Don’t horde all the food, dude
LaPrelle, & Ma Crow is a must see for those who love
Just buy what you need.
traditional folk music. You are certain to recognize most
Sneeze into your sleeve, Steve
of the tunes. View it free with Amazon Prime Videos.
Stop touching your face, Grace
I will host a Zoom Gathering and Jam on Sunday June 7th
Move away six feet, Pete
from 2:00-4:00. Join the Zoom meeting:
And wear PPE.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84932355433
It is always
Just use the Purell, Mel
nice to see each other. Bring a tune to lead. This is a
Keep
wipes at hand, man
wonderful opportunity for the Bluegrass musicians. You
Take
care
of your stock, Doc
get to solo the entire time and we get to hear some great
You
don’t
need more TP.
vocals. Hope you join us.
This isn’t Spring Break, Jake
Just a reminder, membership dues are still being
Stay home if you’re sick, Dick
collected, but SCVFA is giving everyone an additional
Just follow the rules, fools
three-month grace period.
And stay virus free.
The Fiddler’s Rag will continue to come to your inbox, as
In This Issue:
Page
long as you remain a member.
The plans for lightening up the restrictions in California
are in the making, but it may still be a while until the
regular jams begin again. Let’s hope we can play
together soon.
Stay safe,
--- Susan
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The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers
Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara
Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the preservation,
teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in a
household includes the Fiddler’s Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter
are steeply discounted. To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join.

Officers and Chairs
President-Trustee .......... Susan Goodis
Vice President .............. Dave Thomas
Recording Secretary . Jessica Ollmann
Treasurer ................. Dinah Showman
Membership Secretary Pete Showman

News Editor ..................... Patrice Tanti
Newsletter Publisher .......... Doug Judd
Performances Contact ..... Susan Goodis
Publicity ......................... Dave Thomas
Webmaster .................... Pete Showman

Trustees
Seat 1: Bev Tracey
Seat 2: Doug Judd

Seat 3: Sam Schillace
Seat 4: Dave Thomas

Seat 5: Peter Forrest
Seat 6: Cindy Dinga

To Contact the SCVFA:
Mail: P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666
Email to Susan Goodis: president [at] fiddlers.org
Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org
Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org
Website: www.fiddlers.org
Copyright 2019, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association

The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit membersupported organization.
Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping
traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation.
Many local corporations offer matched donations for nonprofits. Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit.
You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;
our EIN is 51-0196154
Donate as you are able
and traditional music will reap the benefits.
--------------SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not
just for fiddlers”. The image to the right side of
the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to
illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our
jams and events.

Quote of the Month
“Music is meaningless noise unless it touches a receiving mind.”
Paul Hindemith
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SCVFA Happenings
SCVFA Slow Jam current tune list
www.fiddlers.org/learning/#slowjam
Angeline The Baker (D)
Arkansas Traveler (D)
Barlow Knife (G)
Girl I Left Behind Me (G)
Jaybird (D)
June Apple (A)
Liberty (D)
Mississippi Sawyer (D)
Over The Waterfall (D)

Red-Haired Boy (A)
Red Wing (G)
Shoo Fly (D)
Soldier’s Joy (D)
Squirrel Hunters (A)
St. Anne’s Reel (D)
Swallowtail Jig (E)
Whiskey Before Breakfast (D)
Wildwood Flower (C)

Slow Jammers, time to practice!

Pete Hicks - Goin' Up Caney
Back in 1973, I went to my first two bluegrass festivals as
a young mandolin player. One was the famous Union
Grove Festival in North Carolina, and the other was the
Culpepper Festival in Warrenton, Virginia. Everyone in
bluegrass was there, and my memory of the events is
cloudy, but I do remember Bill Monroe and the Bluegrass
Boys’ rendition of “Goin' Up Caney”. I was floored. The
band played and various cloggers took turns dancing
center stage. Then Bill took his turn dancing and the
audience went wild. Sometimes the band would sing a
haunting vocal over the second part, and it gave me chills.

Let us know your routine and favorite tunes. Share
your challenges, and personal stories overcoming
obstacles. Email newsletter [at] fiddlers.org. Include
a selfie of you playing next to your favorite pet,
stuffed animal, anything…

“Goin' Up Caney” is a great example of a bluegrass
instrumental based on old time fiddling. It is similar to
“Stoney Point” and many other tunes. Other bluegrass
instrumentals such as “Lonesome Fiddle Blues” or
“Bluegrass in the Backwoods” have taken a more modern
approach.

Board Meeting Reminder

Here is a transcription of “Goin' Up Caney” based on the
playing of Mike Feagan of the Cumberland Highlanders
of Kentucky. (Note: Feagan's name was misspelled in
my column reprinted in the February 2020 issue.) Bill
Monroe learned this tune from his Uncle Pen, and it is a
fun old time fiddly tune.

The next board meeting will be held Wednesday,
June 24th, 2020 (first choice) or Tuesday, June 23rd,
2020 (second choice).

CBA Webcast
The California Bluegrass Association announced the
Turn Your Radio OnLINE, a webcast series starting
Saturday, May 23 at 6:00 PM Pacific Time, and
continuing each Saturday through June 20.
This new online music event is inspired by the annual
Father’s Day Festival, held in Grass Valley,
California, since 1975.
The webcast lineup includes nationally known and
popular California bands performing online from their
“shelter in place” locations and broadcast over the web
to bluegrass fans worldwide. Performers featured in
the series include Tim O’Brien, Laurie Lewis, Molly
Tuttle, Lonesome River Band, Special Consensus, Joe
Newberry & April Verch, and many more.
You can tune in on the CBA Facebook page
or www.TurnYourRadio.online.
Having trouble finding how to join the webcast? CBA
has helpers standing by. Just call us (toll-free) on 888850-1975.
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In “Goin' Up Caney”, we go to the key of G, and play
tightly within a G chord. If you think of the mandolin
G chord, it helps. This tune is similar to many other tunes
except that it uses the E note frequently instead of a G.
(Measures 1, 3 and 5). In measure 1, when you grab the
open E after the G note, try not to make noise on the A
string as you cross it. What I do is hold down the B note
on the A string. That way, if I touch the A string, no
problem. The tune is played AAB. The first part is done
twice and the second only once. Bill Monroe used to sing
a creepy vocal part over part two sometimes. There are
many options for variation in this tune. I have given an
alternate measure 16.
Measures 15 and 3 are
interchangeable as well. Play around with your own
variations.
I have given some bowing guidelines, but they are not
written in stone. I like starting with a long downstroke.
Feagan starts with a long upstroke. Either way it is
important to accent the backbeat with your bowing. This
gives the tune a nice old time feel. You can also try
playing this tune using the single shuffle or “Georgia
Bow”. In part B, give that first G note of measure 10 a
little kick, or accent.
Continued on page 8

Page 3

Send a pic of yourself playing to newsletter [at] fiddlers.org

May Photos by SCVFA members at home. Email your photos at newsletter [at] fiddlers.org.

Patti Bossert with Sprocket and Chui (the cat)

Phil Hubbard ready for an in-person gig

Gary Breitbard and Jena Rauti at the park in contrast to the past photo below

Blast from the past: August 2017 SCVFA jam at the Rose Garden
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