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President’s Note 
 
This year, Independence Day 
brings a special reason to 
celebrate.  July 4th will be our 
first full 4-hour jam at the Rose 
Garden Park. 
- Remember to bring chairs and a 
jacket.  It’s surprising how cool it 
is under the redwoods. 
- Unvaccinated people should 
wear masks as per CDC 
recommendations. 
- Please Do Not Attend If You 

Feel Sick. 
- Anyone who develops COVID-19 within 1 week after 
attending should notify me (president [at] fiddlers.org).  
 
The in-person Slow Jam will start at 1:00.  This brings the 
opportunity to slowly play tunes by ear.  If you are more 
comfortable with the ‘dots’, please do bring sheet 
music.  Tunes commonly played are on the SCVFA 
website and in this document at Google.   Print them or 
bring a tablet with the tunes available offline. 
 
July marks the First Slow Jam which I will attempt to 
broadcast on Facebook LIVE.  It will be posted on the 
SCVFA Facebook page after the jam. 
 
Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA) 
preserves “fiddle” music and other traditional genres that 
feature the fiddle and other acoustic instruments.  SCVFA 
takes pride in ‘passing it on’ to musicians and listeners of 
all ages, ethnicities, and cultural backgrounds.   This is 
our mission statement.  SCVFA fulfills this mission by 
leading slow jams, tune learning sessions (Celebrity Series 
and Tune Exchange), jamming together with all levels of 
musicians and performing for outside 
groups.  Performance fees to SCVFA for our 
performances is how SCVFA can cover expenses and 
keep jam fees as low as possible. Now that COVID 
restrictions are being lifted, it is time to spread the word 
and let others know that our group will once again be 
available to provide music for their party, gathering, or 

any type of event.  Email performances [at] fiddlers.org 
for performance inquiries.    
 
 
June 27th will be the last COVID-19 Celebrity Series 
Workshop.  Cookie Segelstein will lead a workshop in 
Klezmer fiddle.  There is still time to sign up and explore 
another “voice” for your fiddle.    The Celebrity Series has 
been a major success.   SCVFA has welcomed musicians 
from our local Bay area and from around the 
world.   Surely, in time we will cross paths with some of 
these non-local musicians again.   The time has come to 
focus on live events and getting back to our new normal.    
 
Invite other musicians, your family and your friends to the 
Rose Garden Park on Sunday July 4th for another 
wonderful music filled day. 
 
Thanks for your continuing support of SCVFA and 
traditional music. 
 

--Susan 
 

 
 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_m9LbizPKk7_TTIOQwWHI9kgtMnoYzigFOCsMJw0dF4/edit
https://www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org
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 The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-
supported organization. 

 

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping 
traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation. 

 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-
profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  
our EIN is 51-0196154 

 

Donate as you are able  
and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

--------------- 

The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 
Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the preservation, 
teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in a 
household includes the Fiddler’s Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter 
are steeply discounted. To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join. 

Officers and Chairs 
President-Trustee  .........  Susan Goodis News Editor  .....................  Patrice Tanti 
Vice President  ............................  Open Newsletter Publisher  ...........  Doug Judd 
Recording Secretary  .  Jessica Ollmann Performances Contact  ..... Susan Goodis 
Treasurer  ..................  Dinah Showman Publicity  .......................................  Open 
Membership Secretary   Pete Showman Webmaster  ........................  Matt Mathis 
Web Content ................ Beverly Tracey 

Trustees 
Seat 1: Bev Tracey Seat 3: Sam Schillace Seat 5: Peter Forrest 
Seat 2: Doug Judd  Seat 4: Open Seat 6: Bill Boiko 

To Contact the SCVFA: 
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 
Email to Susan Goodis:  president [at] fiddlers.org    

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 
Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.fiddlers.org 
Copyright 2021, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not 
just for fiddlers”.  The image to the right side of 

the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a 
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to 

illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our 
jams and events. 

 
  

 
Quote of the Month 

 “From far away, I could hear the Far Away Waltz as I approached the 
redwood grove in the Rose Garden Park. It feels so good to be playing 

together again.”   Susan Goodis 
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCVFA June Board Meeting Highlights 
Held via ZOOM June 22nd, 2021  

 
 
 

Membership as of the June newsletter is steady at 123 
households, 184 members. 
 
New members joining via Paypal must submit an 
emailed membership form.  
 
Membership renewals will start coming due in August. 
Currently the website does not allow for joining or 
renewing for > 1 yr. 
 
Our treasurer reports slow activity. Dinah Showman 
has prepared and will file required forms with the IRS 
and the CA Attorney General. 
 
We are actively looking for performance opportunities 
and aspiring to cover jam expenses via play out 
revenue. 
 
Hoover School has not yet resumed taking rental 
reservations. 
 
The upcoming slow jam will be aired on Facebook 
live. 
 
SCVFA is applying to perform at area Farmers’ 
Markets. 
 
Susan Goodis has designed a new publicity 
banner aimed at encouraging people to join. A 
motion was passed approving purchase of the new 
banner. 
 
Pete Showman has been filling numerous unofficial 
roles, some of which will now be handed off to willing 
trustees. 
 
Following relocation, Dave Thomas is expected to 
resign from the SCVFA Board (Trustee seat 4, 
SCVFA VP and Publicity chair).  
 

Next board meeting via ZOOM: Tuesday, 
September 22nd, 2021 7:00pm 
 

 
Jessica Ollman – Recording Secretary 

 
 
 

Bear Valley Music Festival Jul 23 – Aug 1, 2021 
https://www.bearvalleymusicfestival.org/ 
 
Lark Camp Jul 30 – Aug 7, 2021 
https://www.larkcamp.org/     ZOOM sessions available 
 
The California Coast Music Camp “Pathway to 
Normal” is sold out.  
 
High Sierra Music Festival and Redwood Ramble 
Are scheduled next year 2022.  Plan early as they will 
fill fast. 
http://highsierramusic.com/  
https://redwoodramble.com/ 
 
Santa Cruz Mountain Sol Festival 
Sep 18 & 19, 2021 Sat/Sun 11:00am-7:00pm 
Roaring Camp Meadows Felton, CA 
https://www.santacruzmountainsol.com/2021/ 
 

 
 
El Cerrito Free Folk Festival 
Oct 10, 2021 12:00pm – 7:00pm 
https://elcerritofreefolkfestival.org/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July SCVFA Jam 
 

Join us for a LIVE JAM at the San Jose Rose Garden, 
July 4th, 2021 1:00-5:00pm.  
 
Slow Jam: 1:00 – 2:00pm 
 
Check for updates at www.fiddlers.org 
 
   

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.bearvalleymusicfestival.org/
https://www.larkcamp.org/
http://highsierramusic.com/
https://redwoodramble.com/
https://www.santacruzmountainsol.com/2021/
https://elcerritofreefolkfestival.org/
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June Photos  
  
 

  

Video recorded in Susan’s backyard.  Sharon McCorkell, 
Sara Rigler, Ann Whitesell, Trina Clickner and Susan 
Goodis lead the Virtual Slow Jam on Sunday June 6th, 
2021 
 
 
 

Video recorded on June 11th in Mitchell 
Park by Susan Goodis.   
 

“Awesome photo taken by 
Colleen Huston.   
 
This captures one of many 
wonderful moments at the 
San Jose Rose Garden Park 
for the first Sunday SCVFA 
Jam.” 

Susan Goodis 

June 15th reopening of California post-covid.  1st live Irish jam at O’Flaherty’s 
in San Jose.  Sharon McCorkell, Susan Goodis and Patti Bossert. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=365695304903992
https://www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org/videos/365695304903992/
https://www.facebook.com/susan.goodis/videos/10223069699583803/UzpfSTEwODM1MjExNzUwODI1NTY6MzU2NDQ1MDcyNjk4OTU3Ng/
https://www.facebook.com/susan.goodis/videos/10223069699583803/UzpfSTEwODM1MjExNzUwODI1NTY6MzU2NDQ1MDcyNjk4OTU3Ng/
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Fiddles and Grasshoppers 
by Chip Curry 
 

 
 
For many years I have been searching for the secret to 
achieving that elusive golden tone on a fiddle. I found an 
important clue last year while hiking in Arizona with my 
old friend and musical consort Ed Davenport. Ed is a self-
styled naturalist and adept at catching and observing little 
desert creatures like lizards and snakes. He told me a story 
of his first forays into the hills of Virginia as a boy. 
“When I was about seven, I used to try to catch 
grasshoppers. I was never fast enough.  As I grew up I 
naturally got quicker with my hand but could still never 
quite catch them. After a while I quit trying and a year 
passed. Next summer, I was eight and a little smarter. I 
thought maybe instead of speeding up, I might slow 
down. There was a fine yellow grasshopper on a stalk of 
new grass. Ever so slowly, I crept toward it, slowly eased 
my hand away from my side. Closer and ever so close, 
and then SNATCH! I had him! Gorgeous little bugger.” 
 
Maybe great fiddling is like that. Perhaps learning to do 
less might be the secret. This leads me to explaining an 
exercise that has helped my playing immensely. It 
involves some elements taught by another old friend, 
Marc Rennard. Marc is a virtuoso fiddler specializing in 
bluegrass and old time. He often performs with the Ill-
Mo Boys in St. Louis. When he told me he still did this 
exercise after thirty years playing, I was amazed. 
 
The goal is to eliminate extraneous effort from the bow 
stroke by isolating several essential elements. When you 
recombine those elements, there is no tension. The three 
components of the bow stroke we isolate are: forearm, 
wrist, and finger action.  Notice I did not mention the 
shoulder—which is usually overused, and often the culprit 
in too much tension. 
 

First, we emphasize the forearm by subtracting the 
shoulder from fiddling completely. Put your elbow solid 
against a wall or door and play some tunes with just your 
forearm (see photo #1 above).  Allow the shoulder to 
relax, and fully calm down. Keep playing until you feel 
the shoulder free of all tension. Play until you almost 
forget about the restriction of elbow movement and use 
the full length of bow. 
 
Second, we emphasize the wrist by removing the forearm 
action from bowing. Rest your forearm on a chair or a sofa 
back and start fiddling some easy melodies with just the 
wrist. (see photo #2) Stay on one or two strings so the 
forearm is not necessary for string switching. Again, relax 
that forearm until all tension vanishes.  Loosen that wrist 
and play joyously. 
 
Now comes the fun part—playing with just the fingers. 
Rest the heel of your hand on a solid surface like the chair 
or sofa and play some melodies with your fingers. (photo 
#3) You might want to stick to single string melodies. Put 
those fingers to work. Articulate the notes. Play some 
single notes and stop the movement to experience 
complete control. 
 
Have some fun with it, don’t think of it as a repetitious 
exercise, make some good music with it. Remember the 
key to this exercise is to develop the isolated 
movement and relax the areas that are not being used, 
especially the shoulder. When you are finished, try 
playing a tune like Fisher’s Hornpipe and see if you notice 
a difference in your ability to articulate the melody 
without tension. This exercise is now the first warm-up I 
do when the fiddle comes out of the case.  
 

(Reprinted from the June 2009 Fiddler’s Rag) 
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Hicks’ Licks  
by Pete Hicks 

 

 

 
What is swing?  Swing is a form of syncopation or 
breaking up the beats.  A song in 4/4 time played 
“squarely” sounds like a polka, but when played with a 
swing rhythm, it has a completely different effect.  Swing 
music is closely tied to swing dancing, which uses many 
swinging and circular moves.  If you remember when you 
were little, swinging in the playground, the motion has 
two parts, long and short. DAA-da!, DAA-da!. The 
bottom part of your swing is the downbeat, and where 
you stop in the air is the end of the upbeat. 
 
On the downward part gravity is pulling you forward, 
while on the upward side, you are being pulled 
backwards.  So, basically, swing is just what it says it is, 
playing music as if you were on a swing. 
 
Swing rhythm is characterized by paired beats, with the 
first longer and ringing, with the second chopped short.  
Both beats are accented, the second a bit less than the 
first.  A swing player reading eight notes will tend to play 
pairs of them almost as if they were the first and third 
notes of triplets, leaving out the middle note. 
 
The “Sock” rhythm is essential for all swing guitar 
players to master.  It is the standard rhythm pattern for 
jazz and western swing.  It appears in country and 
bluegrass music as well.  Only down strokes are used, 
and you think in pairs of strokes.  The stroke on the 
downbeat rings out, and the stroke on the back beat is 
damped immediately after sounding, to give a nice snare 
drum effect.  
 
The damping provides a musical rest that sets up the next 
beat.  It is best to use closed chord positions to facilitate 

the damping, which is done by simply releasing the 
pressure with the left hand while remaining in position.  
I have attempted to write this out, but you really must 
listen to a lot of swing to get it just right.  You don’t have 
to know all the fancy chords to play good swing rhythm, 
any chords will do.  The important thing is to provide that 
lovely cushion of rhythm for the singer and soloists. 
 
For the fiddlers we have two examples of the notes you 
can play over the V- chord as you go back to the I-chord.  
These examples are not riffs, but exercises to help map 
out the notes you may want to play over each chord.  We 
are in G, going from D back to G.  
Example 1 shows notes you can play over a D-7 chord. 
D7 uses D, F#, A, and C. G6 uses G, B, D and E. 
 
Example 2 shows notes over the Am7, D9, 
D+5(augmented 5) and G6 chords. The Am7, D9, and 
D+5 are all substitutes for the D7.  Am7 uses A, C, E, 
and G. D9 uses D, F#, A, C, and E.  D augmented adds 
an A# to the D chord.  This note resolves nicely to the B 
of the G chord. 
 
It is a good idea for the swing fiddler to know the notes of 
all the chords.  It doesn’t take that long to learn them, and it 
is worth the effort. 
 
 
 
 
This column was first run in the May 2009 Fiddler’s Rag.  
 
 

Pete performs with Bean Creek, a smooth, solid traditional 
bluegrass band. With his rough-hewn fiddle strokes, 
honky-tonk voice and edgy mandolin he conjures up a great 
old time spirit. 
 
Listen to Pete’s musical thoughts at: 
 
www.fiddlers.org/tunes_files/SwingExercises_Hicks.mid 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fiddlers.org/tunes_files/SwingExercises_Hicks.mid
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     MIDI link: www.fiddlers.org/tunes_files/SwingExercises_Hicks.mid 

http://www.fiddlers.org/tunes_files/SwingExercises_Hicks.mid


   
    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 
P.O. Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

Show your pride 
in SCVFA 

 
To get your wearable or  
bumper stickers, email 
president [at] fiddlers.org 

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 
or email to: newsletter [at] scvfa.org 

Directions to  
Rose Garden Park 

Next Jam:  July 4th at 1 pm   
Rose Garden Park 

See Map on the left and other info on page 1 and 3  

 
SCVFA is now participating with Amazon Smile.  
Sign in at smile.amazon.com, designate SCVFA 
as your preferred non-profit, and Amazon will 
donate a portion of your purchase to SCVFA.   

 

 
 

SCVFA To-Do List for July  
 
o Shop at smile.amazon.com to benefit SCFVA. 
o Attend the SCVFA Jam on July 4th, 1:00pm at the Rose Garden. 
o Invite a friend to join SCVFA at: https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ 
o Email selfies (or unselfies) to newsletter [at] fiddlers.org, no later than July 

18th to be published in the August Rag. 
o While at it, wear your SCVFA tee-shirt (see right column to get yours). 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=2RX5X67LHS6UZ&M=urn:rtn:msg:202011161603219cc01328712f4beda58d063b9d30p0na&R=KBQGL4LJ0EEE&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F51-0196154%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_A_hol_eng_mkt&H=XPH8MASUUD5ISFUODAPZL8FTALCA
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