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President’s 
Note 
 
It’s the start of the 
holiday season and we 
all have traditions as part 
of our celebrations.  My 
family has a new 
tradition of making 

Thanksgiving an everyday holiday as we share our daily 
gratitudes.  I would like to share, as I do with my family, 
my daily gratitudes as they relate to SCVFA.  
   

1.  I am Grateful for: all the people within SCVFA who 
volunteer their time and energy for large and small tasks.   
Many hands make small work. 
2. I am Proud of:  Myself for having the persistence and 
fortitude to manage the numerous tasks needed to run 
SCVFA as well as my family, my work, and other 
organizations. 
3. I am Hopeful for: More members, a bigger audience 
for the open mic and more member participation. Tell 
your family and friends to join us every First Sunday.   
We need help with website management.  If you have 
knowledge of WordPress and would like to volunteer for 
SCVFA, let me know.   It is a simple job, but incredibly 
important.   Just a small-time commitment, with no travel 
involved, will help our organization run better. 
 

The experiment with admission by donation went very 
well in November.  SCVFA will continue with donations 
through March on a trial basis.  The suggested amount is 
$5.00 or pay what you can.  
 

New sound equipment will be in use for the December 
jam.  The equipment was carefully chosen for ease in set 
up, use and performance.  Be sure to sign up for the Open 
Mic on December 5th and give it a try.  Thanks again to 
Pete Showman, Matt Mathis, Bill Boiko, and Doug Judd 
for their time and expertise in selecting and purchasing 
this new setup. 
 

There will be no holiday potluck this year due to COVID.   
Please bring individually wrapped snacks for people to 
enjoy outside of the cafeteria.  In keeping with the 
holiday spirit, Lee Clarke will provide poinsettias and 
some other table decorations which will be given away 
via a door-prize drawing near the end of the jam.  Groups 

of musicians will gather on stage to play and sing holiday 
tunes. 
 

The slow jam starts at 1:30. Learning by ear is 
encouraged since old time music is an aural tradition.  
Developing your ear does take time, but it is a worthwhile 
skill.   If you need a little help, tunes are available on our  
SCVFA website and this document.  Facebook LIVE has 
been discontinued due to minimal participation.  My 
apologies to anyone for whom this causes a negative 
impact.  If a member is willing to set up the recording 
device and operate the camera, we may be able to 
continue with Facebook Live.  
 

Watch for a ballot box at the December jam.  The board is 
inviting members to cast their vote on whether to change 
the schedule to: 6 months of jams to be held at Hoover 
School and 6 months at the Municipal Rose Garden Park 
vs the current schedule of 9 months at Hoover and 3 
months in the park.   In order to support the organization, 
it would be necessary for SCVFA to request donations at 
all jams, whether at the school or the park.   If you are 
unable to attend the December jam and wish to vote, 
please send an email to me at President [at] Fiddlers.org. 
 

A merry band of musicians played for Sunny View 
Retirement Community on October 27th and again on 
Nov 24th.  The audience loves our music and our 
members love every opportunity they can perform.   
Performances are a very important part of the SCVFA 
mission, and we are always happy to provide music for a 
fee for parties, gatherings, or any type of event.  Spread 
the word to friends, co-workers, and other organizations 
that you are part of.  Email performances [at] fiddlers.org 
to request a performance.  All members of all levels are 
encouraged to join the fun of performing for as many or 
few of these outside events as you would like.  
  

Be part of SCVFA, a community of people who love to 
make music together.  Thanks for your continuing support 
of SCVFA and traditional music.                       

-- Susan 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_m9LbizPKk7_TTIOQwWHI9kgtMnoYzigFOCsMJw0dF4/edit
https://www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org/


Page 2 Fiddler’s Rag  December 2021 

 The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-
supported organization. 

 

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping 
traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation. 

 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-
profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  
our EIN is 51-0196154 

 

Donate as you are able  
and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

--------------- 

The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 
Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the preservation, 
teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in a 
household includes the Fiddler’s Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter 
are steeply discounted. To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join. 

Officers and Chairs 
President-Trustee  .........  Susan Goodis News Editor  .....................  Patrice Tanti 
Vice President  ............................  Open Newsletter Publisher  ...........  Doug Judd 
Recording Secretary  .  Jessica Ollmann Performances Contact  ..... Susan Goodis 
Treasurer  ..................  Dinah Showman Publicity  .......................................  Open 
Membership Secretary   Pete Showman Webmaster  ........................  Matt Mathis 
Web Content ................ Beverly Tracey 

Trustees 
Seat 1: Bev Tracey Seat 3: Sam Schillace Seat 5: Peter Forrest 
Seat 2: Doug Judd  Seat 4: Open Seat 6: Bill Boiko 

To Contact the SCVFA: 
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 
Email to Susan Goodis:  president [at] fiddlers.org    

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 
Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.fiddlers.org 
Copyright 2021, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not 
just for fiddlers”.  The image to the right side of 

the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a 
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to 

illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our 
jams and events. 

 
  

 

Quote of the Month  
 
“I’m thankful for…” 

Everybody 
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCVFA Board Meeting Highlights 
Board meeting held via ZOOM on Nov 18th  

 
 

• The new storage locker is in use and has lots of 
space.   

• We are still waiting on the refund from Central 
Storage. 

• The grand reopening jam went well with 37 
people signed in. 

• Susan will no longer be doing Facebook Live for 
the slow jam. 

• Membership: 187 members as of September 22 
• The nominating committee for board positions, 

headed by Bill Boiko, will determine the 
candidates and Bill will send them the information 
they need. 

• Due to COVID restrictions there will be no 
potluck this year.  

• Motion approved to purchase a retractable sign for 
the stage. 

• Motion approved to have jam admission by 
donation for December through March as a trial 
with a suggested donation of $5. 

• Board discussed extending the park jams from 
May to October. 

• Doug, Bill, Pete and Matt are working to replace 
the stolen sound equipment. 

• Next board meeting date in January is TBD (Jan 
19 or 20).  Check the January Rag. 

 
 

 
 

Jessica Ollmann 
Recording Secretary 

 

 

December SCVFA Jam 
 

Join us for a LIVE JAM at Hoover Middle School, 
December 5th, 2021 1:00-5:00pm. Slow Jam 1:30-
2:30pm. Check for updates at www.fiddlers.org 
 

 

Attendees are encouraged to play for the Open Mic.  
It’s a 15- or 20-minute set to share some of your best 

tunes.  Sign up when you arrive at the jam! 

 
You can bring individually wrapped snacks, to be 

consumed outside the building only. 
 

Hoover School has very strict requirements  
that we all must follow: 

• Proof of Vaccination or Negative Covid Test 
within 3 days is required 

• Everyone must wear masks while inside the school 
building 

• DO NOT Attend This Gathering If You Feel Sick.  
• Anyone who develops COVID-19 within 7 days 

after attending should notify me (president [at] 
fiddlers.org) as soon as possible. 

 
   

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events  
 

ZOOM link via Americeltic   
Wednesday nights from 7-9 pm 
https://link.americeltic.net/zoom 
 

Church Jam – mostly old-time music along with 
some Celtic, contra, Scandinavian and more. 
Indoor every Monday Night 7-9pm,  
Proof of COVID vaccination and Mask required  
Unitarian Universalist Church - Palo Alto 
505 E Charleston Rd, Palo Alto, CA 94306 
Contact Clark Akatiff for info: 
banjoclarka@yahoo.com  
 

Andronico’s San Francisco Jam: online this year       
Every Tuesday via ZOOM 7:00-8:30pm 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86287058150?pwd=aVpnR
EQ2THVoS24xcEhZYUp1OUs5dz09 
Meeting ID: 862 8705 8150    Passcode: 312389 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SCVFA Mission Statement 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA) 
preserves “fiddle” music and other traditional 

genres that feature the fiddle and other acoustic 
instruments.  SCVFA takes pride in ‘passing it on’ 
to musicians and listeners of all ages, ethnicities, 

and cultural backgrounds. 
 

https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
https://link.americeltic.net/zoom
mailto:banjoclarka@yahoo.com
https://sffolkfest.org/events-2020/andronicos-old-time-jam/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86287058150?pwd=aVpnREQ2THVoS24xcEhZYUp1OUs5dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86287058150?pwd=aVpnREQ2THVoS24xcEhZYUp1OUs5dz09
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November Photos by Colleen Huston     
More photos at www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org/ 
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November Photos by Matt Mathis      
More photos at www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org/ 

 
The Slow Jam had a large group in November.  The photo above is linked to a video of the practice that is posted on 
Facebook.  Please leave comments to keep this video going otherwise it will be discontinued. 

https://www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org/videos/1843287692535317/
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipM-h-W75hcMf-7U8trx3RlTxvKBiNqKTunsEHVFAjV7Teb8dcGV2oEZ81Hri9tC4g/photo/AF1QipM6gEk1zoC44HueNhD1XR7f_DZ4JALnFyxZ-L-L?key=MjNMZ2lGWmtmc1ZJWkVsMkVuVTdyZDhybEZsSnFR
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Bottom Line, Thanks 
by Patrice Tanti - Editor 

 
 
 

 
 

It ain’t over till the Time Square ball drops.  But as we kick 
off the Holiday Season, with a more-than-usual thankful 
mood, let’s look back, without delay, at a few things 
SCVFA since January.   
 
Members: 
Several new members have joined in 2021. Welcome to 
all.  Quoting President Susan Goodis: “You have come to 
the right place to continue your musical journey”. 
 

 
We will miss our dear 2021 departed: Ken Jones, Colleen 
Lethridge, John Lytle and Fritz Buell. 

 
 
Celebrity Series 
During the first half of 2021, the Celebrity Series maxed 
out on ZOOM subscriptions!  The last of the series was 
held in June of 2021. 
 
Return to in-person Jams 
SCVFA jammers gathered in May 2021 at the Rose Garden 
Park for 2 hours.  There were many COVID-Safety rules 
required for this in-person events at the park, including a 
ban on wind instruments! 
 

The first full 4-hour jam was held on July 4th and President 
Susan Goodis broadcasted the Slow Jam on Facebook 
LIVE for the first time.   
 
Also, a newly redesigned SCVFA banner was on display in 
July. 

 
 
Strum Machine 
Luke Abbott, who taught several of the SCVFA KidFiddle 
workshops, introduced Strum Machine.  Strum Machine 
was used at the March Slow Jam.  Note that Megan Lynch 
Chowning requires all her students to use Strum Machine 
when they practice.  Some credit this easy-to-use and 
affordable tool with getting back to having fun practicing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hoover 
Remember how much we hated 2020?  In 2021, the 
SCVFA year-end jams look almost normal compared to the 
beginning of the year. 
 
As of November 2021, Jams are back at Hoover after a 19-
month hiatus.  And for that, we’re thankful too.  
 

Ken Colleen 

Fritz John 

https://strummachine.com/
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This month’s tune was selected by Vicki Parrish and Michael Robinson for the November Tune Exchange.  
Vicki explains: “Michael Robinson, my husband, was born in Australia but raised in Canada 
so he is interested in mainly Celtic music but also likes the Ottawa Valley style of fiddling.  Graham 
Townsend was a very well-known fiddler and a prolific composer.  We chose this tune because it is catchy 
and easy to learn.  The two of us have been performing as the "Standing Stones" for 30 years although not 
as much in the last ten.  We both attended early meetings of the SCVFA in the late 80's, early 90's but 
didn't join until about 6 years ago.  We live two blocks from Hoover School so it just 
didn't make sense not to!” 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tune written and recorded by Graham Townsend in 1966. Traditional 
Tune Archive  by Andrew Kuntz & Valerio Pelliccioni Licensed under 
a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License. 
 

Tune link: https://tunearch.org/wiki/Alex_and_Maureen_Two-Step 
 

This page was last edited on 18 August 2020 by Stacy Phillips. Stacy 
Phillips transcribed the tune from the playing of Ben Setran (b. 1903) 
of Billings, Montana.  
 

Graham Townsend – July 2006  
photo by Erin Combs/Toronto 
Star via Getty Images 

https://tunearch.org/wiki/TTA:About
https://tunearch.org/wiki/TTA:About
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://tunearch.org/wiki/Alex_and_Maureen_Two-Step


   
    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 
P.O. Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

Show your pride 
in SCVFA 

 
To get your wearable or  
bumper stickers, email 
president [at] fiddlers.org 

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 
or email to: newsletter [at] scvfa.org 

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.   
Location:  Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,  
San Jose.  The school is at the corner of Naglee and 
Park.  Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side. 

Next Jam:  Sunday December 5th, 
1-5 pm at Hoover Middle School 

SCVFA To-Do List for December  
 
o Have experience with WordPress and want to help manage our website?  

Email president [at] fiddlers.org.   
o Shop at smile.amazon.com to benefit SCFVA. 
o Attend the SCVFA Jam on December 5th, 1:00pm at Hoover. 
o Invite a friend to join SCVFA at: https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ 
o Email selfies (or unselfies) to newsletter [at] fiddlers.org, no later than 

December 19th to be published in the January Rag. 
o While at it, wear your SCVFA tee-shirt (see right column to get yours). 
o If you are not a member yet and would like to support traditional acoustic 

music, join today at https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ 
  

 

Support the 
SCVFA 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=2RX5X67LHS6UZ&M=urn:rtn:msg:202011161603219cc01328712f4beda58d063b9d30p0na&R=KBQGL4LJ0EEE&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F51-0196154%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_A_hol_eng_mkt&H=XPH8MASUUD5ISFUODAPZL8FTALCA
https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0196154
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