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President’s 
Note 
 
Breaking Up Christmas 
is not just a great old 
tune, but a tradition.   It 
is 12 days of partying, 
dancing, and music 
making at a different 

person’s home starting after Christmas and ending on 
‘Old Christmas’, Jan 6th.  This sounds like a fine tradition 
for SCVFA members to embrace.   COVID may make the 
gatherings small, but it cannot steal the energy.  I usually 
work until 9:00 PM and will be happy to join any and all 
evening celebrations.  And of course, I will certainly be 
hosting a small party too. 
https://www.wfdd.org/story/across-blue-ridge-105-
breaking-christmas 
https://www.appalachianhistory.net/2016/12/breakin-up-
christmas.html 
 

Admission by donation did not go as well for December. 
Please remember to stop at the admission desk at every 
jam to show your support of SCVFA and traditional 
music.  The suggested donation is $5.00.   Donate as you 
are able.  Additionally, say hello to Dinah, Charlotte and 
Pete.  These 3 are consistently welcoming all our 
attendees. 
 

Members cast their votes in December to keep the current 
schedule of 9 months at Hoover and 3 months in the park 
or to change to: 6 months of jams to be held at Hoover 
School and 6 months at the Municipal Rose Garden Park.    
The results are 17 to 7 in favor of implementing a change 
to 6 months at the park and at the Hoover School.  Due to 
continuing expenses such as insurance, storage locker, 
newsletter publishing, domain name, website, & others it 
is necessary for SCVFA to request donations at all jams, 
whether at the school or the park.  These results will be 
presented at the next board meeting where the final 
decision will be made. 
 

On December 11th, a group of SCVFA members 
performed for the Silicon Valley Council of the Blind.  
This was one of the best participatory audiences yet.   
People were dancing, singing along and ringing holiday 
bells.   Performances are a very important part of the 
SCVFA mission, and we are always happy to provide 

music for parties, gatherings, or any type of event.  
Spread the word to family, friends, co-workers, and 
everyone you know about SCVFA, our passion for music, 
and love of performing.   All SCVFA members of all 
levels are encouraged to join the fun of performing for as 
many or few of these outside events as you would like.    
Email performances [at] fiddlers.org to request a 
performance at your event or to receive email 
notifications of opportunities to perform for these events.      
As we begin the new year, resolutions abound.   It would 
give me great joy for each of you to include SCVFA as 
part of them.  There are many ways to help, such as 
attending monthly jams, helping with jam set up and 
break down, assisting with website management or at the 
jam admission desk, leading the  Tune Exchange or Slow 
jam, and/or writing an article for the Fiddler’s Rag. 
 

Thank you for being part of SCVFA, a community of 
people who love to make music together.    Your 
continuing support of SCVFA is keeping traditional 
music alive. 
 

A very Happy and Healthy New Year to all of you! 
 

-- Susan 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Our annual Membership Meeting will be held on 
February 6th during the regular SCVFA jam at 
Hoover.  Plan to attend so you can vote. 
 

It is necessary to have a quorum for the SCVFA 
Annual general meeting and elections.  Your 
attendance is very important.  We start immediately 
following the Slow Jam at about 2:45pm. 
 

See page 5 for the Trustee candidates’ statements. 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.wfdd.org/story/across-blue-ridge-105-breaking-christmas
https://www.wfdd.org/story/across-blue-ridge-105-breaking-christmas
https://www.appalachianhistory.net/2016/12/breakin-up-christmas.html
https://www.appalachianhistory.net/2016/12/breakin-up-christmas.html
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 The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-
supported organization. 

 

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping 
traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation. 

 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-
profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  
our EIN is 51-0196154 

 

Donate as you are able  
and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

--------------- 

The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 
Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the preservation, 
teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in a 
household includes the Fiddler’s Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter 
are steeply discounted. To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join. 

Officers and Chairs 
President-Trustee  .........  Susan Goodis News Editor  .....................  Patrice Tanti 
Vice President  ............................  Open Newsletter Publisher  ...........  Doug Judd 
Recording Secretary  .  Jessica Ollmann Performances Contact  ..... Susan Goodis 
Treasurer  ..................  Dinah Showman Publicity  .......................................  Open 
Membership Secretary   Pete Showman Webmaster  ........................  Matt Mathis 
Web Content ................ Beverly Tracey 

Trustees 
Seat 1: Bev Tracey Seat 3: Sam Schillace Seat 5: Peter Forrest 
Seat 2: Doug Judd  Seat 4: Open Seat 6: Bill Boiko 

To Contact the SCVFA: 
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 
Email to Susan Goodis:  president [at] fiddlers.org    

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 
Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.fiddlers.org 
Copyright 2021, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not 
just for fiddlers”.  The image to the right side of 

the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a 
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to 

illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our 
jams and events. 

 
  

 

Quote of the Month  
 
“Gotta love that outfit” 

Susan Goodis  
about Jessica Ollman’s photo on page 4 
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCVFA Board Meeting  
Please mark your calendars, next board meeting is 
January 19. Happy holidays to all. 

Jessica Ollmann 
Recording Secretary 

 

January SCVFA Jam 
 

Join us for a LIVE JAM at Hoover Middle School, 
January 2nd, 2022 1:00-5:00pm.  
Check for updates at www.fiddlers.org 
The slow jam starts at 1:30.    Learning by ear is 
encouraged.  Developing your ear does take time, but it 
is a worthwhile skill.   If you need a little help, tunes 
are available on our  SCVFA website 
 

Attendees are encouraged to play for the Open Mic.  
It’s a 15- or 20-minute set to share some of your best 
tunes.  Sign up when you arrive at the jam! 

 
 

Hoover School has very strict requirements  
that we all must follow: 

 
• Proof of Vaccination or Negative Covid Test 

within 3 days is required 
• Everyone must wear masks  
• DO NOT Attend This Gathering If You Feel Sick.  
• Anyone who develops COVID-19 within 7 days 

after attending should notify me (president [at] 
fiddlers.org) as soon as possible. 

• You can bring individually wrapped snacks, to be 
consumed outside the building only. 

 
   

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Ongoing Events  
 

South Bay Old-Time Jam - Old-Time along with 
Celtic, contra, Scandinavian, etc.  Every Mon 7-9pm 
 

Bluegrass/Americana Jam at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church.  Palo Alto, every Wed 7-9pm   
 

For info about the jams above, ask Clark Akatiff: 
banjoclarka@yahoo.com  
 
Andronico’s San Francisco online Jam:  
Every Tuesday via ZOOM 7:00-8:30pm  link 
Meeting ID: 862 8705 8150    Passcode: 312389 
 

ZOOM link via Americeltic Wed 7-9pm 
https://link.americeltic.net/zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCVFA Mission Statement 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA) 
preserves “fiddle” music and other traditional 

genres that feature the fiddle and other acoustic 
instruments.  SCVFA takes pride in ‘passing it on’ 
to musicians and listeners of all ages, ethnicities, 

and cultural backgrounds. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Wed to Sun May 4-8, 2022 
https://www.familyfiddlecamp.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CBA’s Great 48 
Thu to Sun Jan 6-9, 2022 
Info Link 
 
 
 

Website Manager Needed 
 

We need help with website management.  If you have 
knowledge of WordPress or would like to learn about 
it, and would like to volunteer for SCVFA, let us know.   
It is a simple job, but incredibly important.   Just a 
small-time commitment, with no travel involved, will 
help our organization run better. 
 
Email to president [at] fiddlers.org 
 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
mailto:banjoclarka@yahoo.com
https://sffolkfest.org/events-2020/andronicos-old-time-jam/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86287058150?pwd=aVpnREQ2THVoS24xcEhZYUp1OUs5dz09
https://link.americeltic.net/zoom
https://www.familyfiddlecamp.com/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Wp2xzabzE2oce_Xw5-kqtXA8wIdAyAvnrhe8GtpphL_0T96t_zRK9XfqnmbzCa1ZPv3UpmMqsZXWDqK53P_vJubNwmAoAkDsy1a7K0i3glcV52Beb5qVSM-9A11HwAZ6IV4UVfib2AL5aFnGM01mqCLKpCilJQZKwf5mlFHSXLY--LFUJI87OyKwxrTmVr6q&c=cBdYb6TqCHBRf9NmZ_3gdcYsmoFHDTjnr3QL2Jr_5n2O6cxnjgqHUA==&ch=SWrEYSjPiV0ljxflHFHi2-zbqprNJ58Bw5W9hEeb8iihRHj4t0105Q==
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December Photos  
More photos at www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org/ 

  
 

    Jessica Ollman playing at a 
Christmas Tree Farm, raising 
donations for the Cub Scouts. 

SCVFA is the holiday party entertainment at the Vista Center for the Blind 

Blast from the past!  SCVFA performers take back the stage at Hoover 
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As usual, we’ll have our annual Membership Meeting at the February jam.  The main item of business is the election 
of two trustees to three-year terms.  There are six elected trustees, with two elected each year so their terms overlap.  
Seats 3 and 4 respectively held by Sam Schillace and Dave Thomas (June resignation), are up for election this year for 
2022-2025.  The Board’s Nominating Committee has nominated two candidates: Leslie Wu for seat 3, and Caleb Gum 
for seat 4. 
 
 

Candidate Statements 
 

Leslie Wu 
When I was in elementary school I remember going over to a friend's house and seeing 
a banjo with a gleaming resonator hanging on the wall.  My friend's dad took it off the 
wall to show it to me and made quite an impression.   
 
Years later, when my daughter turned one, I went into West Valley Music and asked 
how I could encourage my kid to play music.  They suggested that I try it myself, so I 
found my way to Gryphon Strings, rented a banjo and signed up for a group class.  I 
bungled my way through the class and messed around with the banjo periodically, then 
signed my kid up for Suzuki guitar lessons when she turned 4.  She took to playing a 
musical instrument a lot better than I did, so I focused on encouraging her, and later her 
brother, to play various instruments.   
 
When my daughter was offered extra credit by her (then) middle school strings teacher 
to check out the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association meeting at the Rose Garden, 

we figured out a way to get her there.  What we found was a welcoming community of people who come together to 
support one another in their love of playing.  While it is wonderful to be able to perform classical music, the focus on 
being note perfect and representing the composer's intention can sometimes feel limiting.  I'm all for a group that puts 
people in community for musical collaboration that can last a lifetime.  
 
 

Caleb Gum  
Hi fiddlers.  I'm a relatively recent transplant to the area, resettling from across the 
country in 2018 after finishing undergrad.  I was born in the rich musical culture of 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia to a family of church singers and folk musicians, and 
music is one of the ways I carry home with me as I venture out of the mountains.  
 

My father occasionally jokes that he wanted to be in a bluegrass band, so he grew one 
of his own, to reasonable success.  My sister and I both played with his group until we 
ran off to pursue higher education, where we independently furthered our appreciation 
and talent in Appalachian and old-time music.  She even married another fiddler into 
the family. 
 

A weekly staple of my undergrad experience was organizing and jamming in an all-
welcome acoustic music circle that routinely captured passersby to join in the music making.  It was a regular joy to see 
the delight on newcomer's faces when they unexpectedly happened upon a small circle of musicians who welcomed 
them to pick the next song, and then enthusiastically sang along. 
 

I was similarly delighted in the summer of 2017 to stumble upon the SCVFA jams during a summer stay.  I deeply 
appreciate how welcoming the community was to me as a newcomer walking in off the street and would like to help 
support that kind of musical community building experience.  This desire is especially heightened in the wake of a 
pandemic that has left many (including myself) feeling starved of community. 
 

It's a genuine joy to help introduce more people to this music and music-making that we love, and I hope to help continue 
the great work SCVFA has been doing. 
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Hicks’ Licks 
by Pete Hicks 

 
 
 

 
 

Fiddle music is known for having an inherent dance 
rhythm.  You rarely see anyone dancing to classical violin 
except for waltzes, but one fiddler with a good sense of 
meter and a solid foot will rock the house.  Good fiddlers 
don’t need a band.  They drive the beat with their bow. 
 

It seems that certain bowings strike a primitive chord in the 
human psyche.  The DAA-da-da pattern of the single 
shuffle has surely been around much longer than the violin, 
which is not even 500 years old yet.  The supposed 
“Georgia Bow” also happens to be a common bowing in 
Irish and Scottish music.  Try playing the Irish 
Washerwoman with Georgia bow all the way through.  This 
month we are taking a look at different ways of bowing the 
first few measures of Soldier’s joy.  I think you will find 
that each bowing scheme gives a different flavor to the 
tune. 
 

Two bowing patterns that really accentuate the back beat 
are the single shuffle and the Georgia bow.  The Georgia 
bow accents the back beat and glosses over the down beat 
in most cases. 
 

In example 1, we are using the basic single shuffle.  This 
bowing should be familiar to all.  The A note can be played 
open, or with the little finger on the D string.  If played with 
the little finger it is not necessary to “cross” strings, or slur 
from one string to the next.  I think it is good to be able to 
do both fingerings, because crossing strings on a slur (one 
stroke) is a good skill to have.  I play this tune using this 
bowing all the way through. 
 

In example 2, we have decided to employ the Georgia bow.  
We start with 3 saw strokes at the beginning of the measure 
to set up the first up bow of this pattern.  Notice that we 
play three notes on the up stroke and only one note on the 
down stroke.  The down stroke is the accent and is on the 
offbeat.  The upstroke starts before the start of the measure.  
This gives a sense of anticipation of the coming measure.  
Good stuff!  You can emphasize the down beat if you like 

by giving the bow a pulse on the second note of your up 
stroke.  This is an old timey trick that most bluegrass 
fiddlers don’t do.  A few fiddlers are able to play the 
Georgia bow backwards, 3 down and 1 up, but most start 
on the up stroke. 
 

When you have mastered the two shuffles, try combining 
them.  This is a great technique.  Example 3 shows us 
alternating between the single shuffle and the Georgia bow, 
and example 4 alternates the Georgia bow and the single 
shuffle.  This trick was used by many of Monroe’s fiddlers.  
Listen to Shenandoah Breakdown, or see Bluegrass Fiddle-
Fiddlers and Styles by Gene Lowinger.  Observe how we 
started the measure with Georgia bow in example 4, rather 
than using the 3 saw strokes as in example 2. 
 

A completely different approach to bowing is called “Long 
Bow”.  The definition of long bow is hazy, but it is 
basically the technique of playing multiple notes per stroke.  
Crossing strings on one stroke is an essential skill in this 
type of bowing.  Use fairly heavy bow pressure and keep 
plenty of rosin on your bow to avoid squeaks.  The simplest 
long bow exercise is to play four notes per stroke and saw 
away.  In our example 5 you see that the pattern is not 
regular.  There can be any number of notes per stroke.  Try 
playing a 2-octave scale with one stroke. 
 

Long bow is often used by players like Stuart Duncan, 
Bobby Hicks and the late Vassar Clements to play flashy 
runs which put many notes on one stroke.  One of Bob 
Wills’ fiddlers, Louis Tierney, was famous for his long 
bow work in western swing.  This style of bowing is less 
rhythmic but has a very smooth sound.  I use this bowing 
often on back-up fiddling, or when the band is playing at 
very high tempos. 
 

If you are new to reading bowing, try reading only the 
bowing and making the movements with your bow hand 
without your instrument.  Learning new bow patterns is a 
little like learning to rub your belly and pat your head at the 
same time.  Happy Fiddling!  
   
This column was first run in the Oct 2009 Fiddler’s Rag.  
 
 

Pete performs with Bean Creek, a smooth, solid traditional 
bluegrass band. With his rough-hewn fiddle strokes, 
honky-tonk voice and edgy mandolin he conjures up a great 
old time spirit. 



Fiddler’s Rag   January 2022 Page 7

Bowing Study
(First Three Measures of Soldier’s Joy)

Pete Hicks

Example 1   Single Shuffle

D

etc.

Example 2   Georgia Bow

D

|<−−−>| Can use 3 saw−strokes to set up the Georgia Bow (or see Ex. 4)
etc.

4
4

Example 3   Alternate Single Shuffle with Georgia Bow

D

etc.

4

Example 4   Alternate Georgia Bow with Single Shuffle

D

etc.

4 4 4

Example 5    Long Bow (one possible way)

D

etc.
Typeset by Pete Showman 9/18/09



   
    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 
P.O. Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

Show your pride 
in SCVFA 

 
To get your wearable or  
bumper stickers, email 
president [at] fiddlers.org 

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 
or email to: newsletter [at] scvfa.org 

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.   
Location:  Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,  
San Jose.  The school is at the corner of Naglee and 
Park.  Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side. 

Next Jam:  Sunday January 2nd, 
1-5 pm at Hoover Middle School 

SCVFA To-Do List for December  
 
o Have experience with WordPress and want to help manage our website?  

Email president [at] fiddlers.org.   
o Shop at smile.amazon.com to benefit SCFVA. 
o Attend the SCVFA Jam on January 2nd, 1:00pm at Hoover. 
o Invite a friend to join SCVFA at: https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ 
o Email selfies (or unselfies) to newsletter [at] fiddlers.org, no later than 

January 23rd  to be published in the February Rag. 
o While at it, wear your SCVFA tee-shirt (see right column to get yours). 
o If you are not a member yet and would like to support traditional acoustic 

music, join today at https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ 
  

 

Support the 
SCVFA 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=2RX5X67LHS6UZ&M=urn:rtn:msg:202011161603219cc01328712f4beda58d063b9d30p0na&R=KBQGL4LJ0EEE&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F51-0196154%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_A_hol_eng_mkt&H=XPH8MASUUD5ISFUODAPZL8FTALCA
https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0196154
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