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President’s 
Note 
 
 

The February jam will 
include the Annual 
Meeting and elections.  
This is the most 
important time for 
members to attend.   We 

need your vote for our new trustees.  The meeting will 
start at 2:45 immediately following the slow jam.  To 
minimize the risk of Omicron to our members, we will 
hold the meeting and elections outside. We will have a 
portable sound system to facilitate good communications.   
Please be sure to dress for the weather, wear your masks 
and keep distanced so we all stay as safe as possible.     
 

We are still discussing changing the jam schedule to 6 
months at Hoover School and 6 months at the Municipal 
Rose Garden Park.  Although the straw poll indicated 
strong support for the change, others have indicated that 
they don't want to lose access to the stage and open mic.  
I will open this topic for discussion at the Annual 
Meeting.  Take a little time to think about this and offer 
concise thoughtful comments to support your point of 
view.  Alternative suggestions are also appreciated. 
 

Admission by donation did not go as well for December 
and January.  The suggested donation is $5.00, more or 
less as you are able.  Please remember to stop at the 
admission desk at every jam to show your support of 
SCVFA and traditional music.  Due to continuing 
expenses such as insurance, storage locker, newsletter 
publishing, domain name, website, & others, it is 
necessary for SCVFA to request donations at all jams, 
whether at the school or the park.   
 

Fourteen SCVFA members performed at the Mountain 
View Farmers Market on Sunday January 16th.  Everyone 
had a fabulous time and the total of donations to SCVFA 
was quite substantial. Check out the SCVFA facebook 
page to view some videos at the Farmer’s Market. 
Performances are a very important part of the SCVFA 
mission, and we are always happy to provide music for 
parties, gatherings, or any type of event. Tell everyone 
about SCVFA members’ passion for music and 
availability to perform at kinds of events & gatherings. 

Email performances [at] fiddlers.org to request a 
performance at your event. 
 

 All members of all levels are encouraged to perform for 
as many or few of these events as you want. Email 
performances [at] fiddlers.org to subscribe to email 
notifications of opportunities to perform. 
      

Do you have knowledge of WordPress or want to learn it?   
If so, I need your help.   Also, we always need volunteers 
to help with jam set up and breakdown, admission desk 
assistance, to lead Tune Exchange or the Slow jam, 
and/or write an article for this newsletter, The Fiddler’s 
Rag.  
    

Thank you for being part of SCVFA, a community of 
people who love to make music together.    Your 
continuing support of SCVFA is keeping traditional 
music alive. 
 

-- Susan 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Our annual Membership Meeting will be held on 
February 6th during the regular SCVFA jam at 
Hoover.  Plan to attend so you can vote. 
 

It is necessary to have a quorum for the SCVFA 
Annual general meeting and elections.  Your 
attendance is very important.  We start shortly 
following the Slow Jam at about 2:45pm. 
 

See page 5 of the January Rag for the Trustee 
candidates’ statements. 

 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org
https://www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org
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 The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-
supported organization. 

 

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping 
traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation. 

 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-
profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  
our EIN is 51-0196154 

 

Donate as you are able  
and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

--------------- 

The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 
Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the preservation, 
teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in a 
household includes the Fiddler’s Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter 
are steeply discounted. To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join. 

Officers and Chairs 
President-Trustee  .........  Susan Goodis News Editor  .....................  Patrice Tanti 
Vice President  ............................  Open Newsletter Publisher  ...........  Doug Judd 
Recording Secretary  .  Jessica Ollmann Performances Contact  ..... Susan Goodis 
Treasurer  ..................  Dinah Showman Publicity  .......................................  Open 
Membership Secretary   Pete Showman Webmaster  ........................  Matt Mathis 
Web Content ................ Beverly Tracey 

Trustees 
Seat 1: Bev Tracey Seat 3: Sam Schillace Seat 5: Peter Forrest 
Seat 2: Doug Judd  Seat 4: Open Seat 6: Bill Boiko 

To Contact the SCVFA: 
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 
Email to Susan Goodis:  president [at] fiddlers.org    

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 
Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.fiddlers.org 
Copyright 2021, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not 
just for fiddlers”.  The image to the right side of 

the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a 
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to 

illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our 
jams and events. 

 
  

 

Quote of the Month 
“This is a really excellent performance.” 

Clark Akatiff, commenting about the Jan 9 performance 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January SCVFA Board Meeting Highlights  
 

As of December 24th, we have 183 members 
comprising 122 households.  
 

Dinah Showman presented her usual complete report 
on our finances. Our income was nominally up due to 
an insurance payment and the storage locker refund. 
SCVFA has received $700 for playouts since 
November 1st. 
 

Jam admission continues to be by donation. While the 
total donation amount has declined, we may still be in 
good shape if the facility rental fees remain low. 
Reliable information on rental fees has been hard to 
come by. 
 

Playouts have been doing great. The Mountain View 
Farmers’ Market was a good experience, and Susan 
will be putting SCVFA on the list for more farmers’ 
market performances. 
 

The poll on whether to plan for 6 months of jams in 
the park had only a small number of responses, so this 
should be brought to the general membership. The 
idea of having jams at both Hoover and the park each 
month was also discussed. 
 

In January there was no tune exchange volunteer, and, 
hence, no tune exchange. Volunteers are valued! 
 

We anticipate reaching quorum for the annual general 
meeting at the February jam, but do need to encourage 
people to attend. 
 

We decided to start offering limited travel 
reimbursement, upon request, for players who travel 
long distances to SCVFA playouts. 
 

Most of the replacement sound equipment has been 
purchased. 
 

Meeting participants agreed to continue in their 
current roles as officers for next year. 

Jessica Ollmann 
Recording Secretary 

 
 

SCVFA music jam and  
Annual Membership Meeting at Hoover 

 

February 6th, 2022 1:00-5:00pm.  
More info at www.fiddlers.org 
The slow jam starts at 1:30 and the Membership 
meeting starts at 2:45.     
 

Note: there will be no Tune Exchange at the February 
Jam due to our Annual Membership Meeting. 
 

 
Hoover School has very strict requirements  

that we all must follow: 
 

• Proof of Vaccination or Negative Covid Test 
within 3 days is required 

• Everyone must wear masks  
• DO NOT Attend This Gathering If You Feel Sick.  
• Anyone who develops COVID-19 within 7 days 

after attending should notify me (president [at] 
fiddlers.org) as soon as possible. 

• You can bring individually wrapped snacks, to be 
consumed outside the building only. 

 
   

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Ongoing Events  
 

South Bay Old-Time Jam - Old-Time along with 
Celtic, contra, Scandinavian, etc.  Every Mon 7-9pm 
 

Bluegrass/Americana Jam (was Fandango jam) every 
Wed 7-9pm   
 

Both events above are at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church at 505 East Charleston Rd in Palo Alto.  For 
info about either jam, contact Clark Akatiff: 
banjoclarka@yahoo.com  
 

Ol’ Timey and Celtic Jam – Every Sunday 7-9pm 
ZOOM meeting  Passcode 00112        - for info, 
Contact Raymond Tsang at Mtn_Kahuna@yahoo.com 
 

Andronico’s San Francisco online Jam:  
Every Tuesday via ZOOM 7:00-8:30pm  link 
Meeting ID: 862 8705 8150    Passcode: 312389 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SCVFA Mission Statement 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA) 
preserves “fiddle” music and other traditional 

genres that feature the fiddle and other acoustic 
instruments.  SCVFA takes pride in ‘passing it on’ 
to musicians and listeners of all ages, ethnicities, 

and cultural backgrounds. 
 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
mailto:banjoclarka@yahoo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4383444782?pwd=cEJ0akpIS2kwTTJidHBLTFcxWSsrZz09
mailto:Mtn_Kahuna@yahoo.com
https://sffolkfest.org/events-2020/andronicos-old-time-jam/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86287058150?pwd=aVpnREQ2THVoS24xcEhZYUp1OUs5dz09
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January Photos  
More photos at www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org/ 

  

    

Book Report: Station Eleven  
by Patrice Tanti 
 

Station Eleven is a novel published in 2014 by world 
renowned Canadian writer Emily St. John Mandel.  In 
2015 the book won the Arthur C. Clarke award and the 
Toronto Book award and soon after, in 2016, my spouse 
Nina held a book club with a few friends.  We were all 
fascinated by the plot: a fictional flu pandemic, known 
as the “Georgia Flu” kills most of the world’s 
population.  The story goes back and forth between the 
early days of the pandemic and twenty years later as one 
of the main characters, Kirsten, who was eight at the 
time of the outbreak, is part of a nomadic group of actors 
and musicians known as the “Travelling Symphony”.  
 

Here is a great literary review of this masterpiece: 
https://www.litcharts.com/lit/station-eleven/chapter-
7#summary-73783 
Quote about the Symphony:  
“We learn that the Symphony has been traveling between 
settlements of the collapsed world since Year Five after 
the epidemic.  A few months after setting out, the 

musicians met and merged with the actors, and the 
group has been traveling ever since.  Their territory 
consists of the Great Lakes Regions in Michigan.  They 
perform music of all varieties and Shakespeare.” 
and 
“While the Symphony performs all kinds of music, their 
actors exclusively perform Shakespeare.  Part of what 
the novel explores is the question of what survives-
particularly what art survives.  It seems that 
Shakespeare survives because he is considered the best 
that the world has to offer.” 
 

The novel has been adapted into a miniseries for HBO 
Max which premiered this past December.  The 
adaptation work progressed from 2015 to 2019, way 
before Covid. 
 

While reading the novel, I identified with second violin 
and Kirsten’s close friend August (I wonder why…).   
 

Station Eleven focuses on the survival of human culture 
after an apocalypse.  Covid isn’t presumably as bad as 
the Station Eleven pandemic, and SCVFA isn’t 
travelling (yet), but we aim to preserve human culture 
through sometimes difficult times.   
  

January 9, 2022 Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association performs virtually for Sunny View 
Left to right starting in the front row: Anne Raphael - mountain dulcimer; Bert Raphael - fiddle & mandolin; Susan 
Goodis – fiddle; Caleb Gum - fiddle & mandolin; Patti Bossert – fiddle; Gary Breitbard - fiddle, banjo, & accordion; 
Jena Rauti – accordion; Sharon McCorkell – guitar; Ann Whitesell – bass; Matt Mathis (not shown) - Tech support. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.litcharts.com/lit/station-eleven/chapter-7#summary-73783
https://www.litcharts.com/lit/station-eleven/chapter-7#summary-73783
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88tjUX4sWSg
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Farewell to Warren Nokleberg 
 

We are sad to announce that Warren passed away on Christmas 
Eve.  
 
Warren’s children wrote: 
 
As you may be aware, he had been battling cancer for some time, 
and had recently entered into hospice. He passed away peacefully 
at his home, with his partner Diane and his hospice caretakers by 
his side. We are so thankful for all the comfort they were able to 
provide, and all the time we were able to spend with him, 
particularly over this last month. He was a great gift to us all, and 
we will miss him very much. 
 
Our dad had the pleasure of living a long life that was graced by 
too many wonderful people to count. To all his friends and 
family, thanks for all the friendship and support you've given him 
over the years. 
 
A memorial service will be held later in 2022 at Warren's home 
in Fremont (at his request), once the weather clears and COVID 
is hopefully more under control. Details to follow. In lieu of 
flowers, consider donating in Warren's honor to the charity of 
your choice. 
 
Love, 
Chris & Julie Nokleberg 

 
 

January Photos (Continued)  
More photos at www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org/ 

 

Warren Nokleberg joined SCVFA in 2007.  He 
was a regular SCVFA jams attendee with his 
mandolin. (Photo by Susan Goodis at the April 
2018 jam at Hoover)     

SCVFA delegation playing at the Mountain View Farmers Market 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/YCgGsnjz7mZfiMT96 
 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/YCgGsnjz7mZfiMT96
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Hicks’ Licks 
by Pete Hicks 

 
 
 

 
 

This month we are going to pry you out of first position and 
take a journey up the neck of the fiddle.  It is not as hard as 
you think.  It is necessary to memorize a few note patterns 
that repeat themselves all over the violin.  It is also 
necessary to use the little finger for the high octave notes.  
We will use fingerboard charts, some written music, and a 
few hints to help. 
 
Third Position 
We will start with a pentatonic (5-note) pattern in third 
position in G in Exercise 1 on p.7.  In this position the first 
finger plays the note formerly played by the 3rd finger in 1st 
position.  In the key of G, that would be the G note on the 
D string.  The 2nd finger would play A, and the 3rd finger 
would play B.  Continue to the A string (1st finger D, 2nd 
finger E, and 4th finger G).  The 4th finger is responsible for 
the high G or D notes.  The 4th finger can also stretch to get 
the octave harmonic or fretted note, without leaving 3rd 
position.  You can make an octave by playing 1st and 4th 
fingers on adjacent strings.  You can use open notes 
between 3rd position notes, as drones, or to check 
intonation.  You can use an open note, a slide or a classical 
shift. 
 
In Exercise 2 we have a run in D, which starts in 1st position 
and moves to third on the open A note.  You can use your 
open D to check your intonation on the first 3rd position D 
note. 
 
If you practice your scales and arpeggios in 3rd position 
regularly, the intonation will get better.  Have patience with 
yourself and ask your musical friends to have patience with 
you while you learn to do this.  Most of us tend to play the 
high notes sharp at first. 
 

Third position is very useful in keys of G, D, A and C, or 
any time you wish to show off a little on the fiddle. 
 
Second Position 
Second Position lends itself to the keys of C, F and B-flat.  
In second position, the 1st finger holds the note formerly 
occupied by the 2nd finger in first position.  In the key of C, 
the 1st finger could play C on the A string, followed by D 
(2nd finger) and E (3rd finger), then G (1st), A (2nd), and C 
(4th) on the E string.  You can go down from the 1st finger 
C (A string) to the 2nd finger C on the G string (Exercise 3).  
This position feels very clumsy at first, but it sounds 
wonderful in many situations.  The 3rd finger D, A and E 
notes can be played with the open drone on the next 
stringfor more power.  The same is true for the 2nd finger 
A, D and G notes.  This is powerful medicine! 
 
Exercise 4 and 5 use 2nd position in F and B flat. 
 
I often use the 2nd position to play in A-minor, D-minor, 
and G-minor.  It alsoworks very well for blues or mountain 
licks in A, D, G or C. 
 
A good strategy for newcomers to higher position playing 
might be to work up a few short licks in 2nd and 3rd position 
and gradually “sneak” them into your solos and back up 
work.  If you do some “woodshedding” now, in a few 
months you will amaze everyone with your new moves. 
   
This column was first run in the Nov 2009 Fiddler’s Rag.  
 
 

Pete performs with Bean Creek, a smooth, solid traditional 
bluegrass band. With his rough-hewn fiddle strokes, 
honky-tonk voice and edgy mandolin he conjures up a great 
old time spirit. 
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Listen:  
www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/UpTheNeck-Ex1.mid 
www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/UpTheNeck-Ex2.mid 
www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/UpTheNeck-Ex3.mid 
www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/UpTheNeck-Ex4.mid 
www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/UpTheNeck-Ex5.mid  

Fiddle Exercises for 2nd and 3rd Positions

Pete Hicks

Exercise 1   G pentatonic pattern in 3rd position

* Small noteheads: optional open−string unisons

*
*

| (or use open E to
|  shift to 1st pos’n)

Etc.
2
0

3 1 2
0

3 1 2
0 4 1 2

4
2 1 4

2 1

Exercise 2   D pentatonic pattern in 1st and 3rd positions

 |<−−−− 1st pos’n −−−−>|

|<−− 3rd pos’n −−− − −

0 1 2 3
1 2

4
2 1

3 2 1

Exercise 3   C pentatonic pattern in 2nd position

1 2 3
1 2

4
2 1

3 2 1 3 2 4 3 2

Exercise 4   F pentatonic pattern in 2nd position

2 3 1 2 3 1 2 4 1 2
4

2 1 4 2 1 4

Exercise 5   B−flat pentatonic pattern in 2nd position
 (or 1 in 1st pos’n)

1

( )

2 3 1 2 4 1 2 4 1
3

1 4 3 2 1 4

Typeset by Pete Showman



   
    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 
P.O. Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

Show your pride 
in SCVFA 

 
To get your wearable or  
bumper stickers, email 
president [at] fiddlers.org 

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 
or email to: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.   
Location:  Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,  
San Jose.  The school is at the corner of Naglee and 
Park.  Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side. 

Next Jam:  Sunday February 6th, 
1-5 pm at Hoover Middle School 

SCVFA To-Do List for February  
 
o Have experience with WordPress or want to learn it to help manage our 

website?  Email president [at] fiddlers.org.   
o Shop at smile.amazon.com to benefit SCFVA. 
o Attend the SCVFA Jam on February 6th, 1:00pm at Hoover. 
o Invite a friend to join SCVFA at: https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ 
o Email selfies (or unselfies) to newsletter [at] fiddlers.org, no later than 

February 20th  to be published in the March Rag. 
o While at it, wear your SCVFA tee-shirt (see right column to get yours). 
o If you are not a member yet and would like to support traditional acoustic 

music, join today at https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ 
  

 

Support the 
SCVFA 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=2RX5X67LHS6UZ&M=urn:rtn:msg:202011161603219cc01328712f4beda58d063b9d30p0na&R=KBQGL4LJ0EEE&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F51-0196154%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_A_hol_eng_mkt&H=XPH8MASUUD5ISFUODAPZL8FTALCA
https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0196154
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