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President’s 
Note 
The mask mandate has 
been lifted.  Masks are 
no longer required, but 
please respect anyone’s 
choice to wear a mask.   
Our community has 
many vulnerable 

members.  Do your part to keep them safe by staying 
home if you do not feel well. 
 

The board has made the decision to continue with 9 
months of jamming at Hoover School and 3 months, July 
- September, of jamming at the San Jose Municipal Rose 
Garden.   Although the park is very appealing, there were 
compelling concerns raised at the annual membership 
meeting.  The Hoover School rental fee has decreased 
substantially and our current search for another venue 
was unable to find any equal or better venues.  We don’t 
want to lose a good venue with the opportunity for 
musical growth of our musicians with the availability of a 
stage, sound equipment and open mic.  We are currently 
trying to grow our audience for the open mic.  Please 
spread the word with family, friends, and co-workers and 
play on stage for them.   Live music is special, and we 
want to share it with others. 
 

For those who prefer more park jams, we have added a 
3rd Sunday Roving Jam.  We will hold a jam in a 
different location every 3rd Sunday.   This makes it easier 
for some people to attend at a location closer to their 
home and increases the visibility of SCVFA to attract 
new members.  The first jam was wonderful with 12 
attendees plus a passerby who joined us.  Bluegrassers 
and old-time, and Celtic musicians all played together. 
 

The SCVFA has been in demand with a couple of 
performances every month.   To me, this has become one 
of the best parts of the organization.    We played Celtic 
music for a neighborhood event in Mountain View.   
They liked us so much that another neighborhood asked 
us to play for them in June.   We also had our best 
attended performance at The Villages in San Jose with an 
audience of 138 people.   Lee Clark and volunteers from 
the audience danced and danced.  We were asked to come 
back again next year.  To request a performance or to join 

in the fun of being a performer, email performances [at] 
fiddlers.org. 
 

Other big news… We plan to restart the professionally 
led bluegrass jam circle.  Old-timey musicians, this is 
your chance to work on your bluegrass licks in a safe 
place.   To preserve our on-line presence, SCVFA plans 
to restart the Celebrity Series for online workshops by the 
masters.  This will be a quarterly event. 
 

Thanks to Caleb, we have been approved for Google Ad 
Grants.  You may even see an ad or two when doing 
music related web searches.   Our ad campaign will help 
to spread the word about SCVFA. 
 

The fun doesn’t stop when the jam is over.  In March, 13 
members went to Las Cazuelas for Afters dinner.  We 
laughed and laughed.    “AFTERS” will be at The Pasta 
Market, 579 Coleman Ave, San Jose on April 3rd.  Join 
us to relax and get to know one another. 
 

Thank you for being part of SCVFA, a community of 
people who love to make music together.  Remember 
admission is by donation.  Your continuing support of 
SCVFA is keeping traditional music alive. 
 

-- Susan 
 
 

 

 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
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Quote of the Month 
“I have an extra one, come join us” 

Susan Goodis sharing an extra mandolin during the 3rd Sunday 
Jam in the park 

 

The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-
supported organization. 

 

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping 
traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation. 

 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-
profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  
our EIN is 51-0196154 

 

Donate as you are able  
and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

--------------- 

The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 
Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the preservation, 
teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in a household 
includes the Fiddler’s Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 
discounted. To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ . 

Officers and Chairs 
President-Trustee  .........  Susan Goodis News Editor  .....................  Patrice Tanti 
Vice President  ............................  Open Newsletter Publisher  ...........  Doug Judd 
Recording Secretary  .  Jessica Ollmann Performances .........  S.Goodis & C.Gum  
Treasurer  ..................  Dinah Showman Publicity  ................  S.Goodis & C.Gum 
Membership Secretary   Pete Showman Webmaster  ........................  Matt Mathis 
Web Content ................ Beverly Tracey 

Trustees 
Seat 1: Bev Tracey Seat 3: Leslie Wu Seat 5: Peter Forrest 
Seat 2: Doug Judd  Seat 4: Caleb Gum Seat 6: Bill Boiko 

To Contact the SCVFA: 
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 
Email to Susan Goodis:  president [at] fiddlers.org    

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 
Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.fiddlers.org 
Copyright 2022, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not 
just for fiddlers”.  The image to the right side of 

the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a 
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to 

illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our 
jams and events. 

 
  

 

http://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
http://www.fiddlers.org/
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW: 3rd Sunday Jam 
SCVFA added a jam in a 
different park every 
Third Sunday.  Share 
your local park name for 
a jam near your home.  
April 3rd Sunday jam will be in Ocean View Park in 
Santa Cruz on April 17, 1:00-3:00.  Canceled if rain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 15th SCVFA Board 
Meeting Highlights 

 

President Susan Goodis reported on current club happenings. 
Jam admission by donation seems to be working and those 
who can contribute more are encouraged to do so.  
 

SCVFA musicians participated in two successful playouts in 
March. The March jam was enthusiastically attended and 
heralded a return of “Afters,” a chance to socialize after the 
jam. 
 

The open mike at Hoover jams is underutilized. Bringing in a 
bigger audience could create more incentive for people to sign 
up and play. We are going to explore inviting member bands 
to play during part of the open mike time. 
 

Our treasurer, Dinah Showman, presented a thorough financial 
summary of the just ended fiscal year and a proposed budget 
for the new fiscal year. The board discussed the budget and 
accepted it with some modifications. 
 

A committee was formed to update the bylaws. 
 

Following up on the discussion at the annual meeting, the 
board considered the pros and cons of holding jams in the Rose 
Garden Park versus at Hoover. The current plan is to hold the 
July, August and September jams in the park. In addition, we 
will add 3rd Sunday park jams. 
 

Caleb Gum applied for SCVFA to receive free Google 
advertising and has started our first ad campaigns. 
 

We will be bringing back the popular, professionally led 
bluegrass jam circles beginning as soon as we can make 
arrangements. 
 

The board voted to continue our celebrity workshop series 
with funding for three future online events. 
 

Next meeting date: May 17 or 24. 
  

Jessica Ollman – Recording Secretary 
 
 

 
 
 

SCVFA music jam at Hoover 
 

April 3rd, 2022 1:00-5:00pm.  
Check for updates at www.fiddlers.org 
The slow jam starts at 1:30: learning by ear is 
encouraged since old time music is an oral tradition.  
Developing your ear does take time, but it is a 
worthwhile skill.  If you need a little help, tunes are 
available on our SCVFA website.  
 
Dovie Wylie will be bringing CD’s to the April jam: 
old-time, bluegrass, Celtic.  They will be available for a 
small donation to SCVFA. 

SCVFA Mission Statement 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA) 
preserves “fiddle” music and other traditional genres 

that feature the fiddle and other acoustic 
instruments.  SCVFA takes pride in ‘passing it on’ to 
musicians and listeners of all ages, ethnicities, and 

cultural backgrounds. 
 

SCVFA Wordle: mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=ohilyk 
 
 
 
                                     

 

www.familyfiddlecamp.com 
 

 
 
 

 
CBA Spring Campout – in Lodi, April 19th, 2022  
47th annual Bluegrass festival – in Grass Valley, June 
16 through 19. 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=ohilyk
https://www.familyfiddlecamp.com/
http://www.familyfiddlecamp.com/
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March Jam Photos by Colleen Huston 
More photos at www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org/  
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March Performances and Outings by Susan Goodis  
More photos at www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org /   
Irish Gig 

 
3rd Sunday 

 
The Villages 
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Hicks’ Licks 
by Pete Hicks 
 
As promised, we have five 
musical examples of using 
the 2nd position on the violin.  
We will be in the key of C, 
Bb, F and D minor.  Second 
position can be very difficult 

at first, but it gives a very powerful sound in some keys. 
 

Our first example is a chorus of Shady Grove in the style of 
Bill Monroe.  This should be played as fast as you can 
possibly play it.  Once again, we have made fingering charts 
to help you map out the fingering.  The B note in measure 7 
can be played with a stretch of the little finger on the D 
string, or by reaching back with the first finger. 
 

Example 2 is the same Joe Venuti riff we learned last month 
in D.  This time, we are in B flat on the low strings.  This 
lick is completely moveable as it uses no open strings.  
Figure out the open versions of this lick, too.  Many fiddlers 
throw this into Orange Blossom Special in E.  Try not to 
overuse this one. 
 

In example 3, we are playing the 2nd phrase of a waltz 
melody in the key of F.  Second position opens up many 
lovely possibilities in F, C and B flat.  Any of the A or D 
notes can be doubled using the open adjacent string.  This 
gives a nice full sound. 
 
Example 4 is a riff from Jason’s Carter Country 
instrumental.  This one can be played in first or second 
position.  In 1st position, we would grab the F on the E string.  
In 2nd, we use the F on the A string.  Notice the difference 
in sound. 
 

In example 5, we have a bluesy lick in D minor, which could 
be used as an ending lick or to finish a phrase.  The first 
slide int the A note is very quick, and the 2nd slide is a bit 
lazier.  The F with no number in the chart is for playing this 
riff in 1st position. 
 

Try inventing your own variations of these examples.  Then 
invent a few second position lick of your own. 
 

Happy fiddling. 
   
This column was first run in the Jan 2010 Fiddler’s Rag.  
 

Pete performs with Bean Creek, a smooth, solid traditional 
bluegrass band. With his rough-hewn fiddle strokes, honky-
tonk voice and edgy mandolin he conjures up a great old 
time spirit.  
 

- Second Position Licks: page 7 
- Fingering Charts: page 8 

We’ll Miss You… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Farewell to Jay Keller, 
guitar player 

Jay and spouse Amy have 
been SCVFA members since 
2018.  Jay Keller left an 
indelible mark on our 
hearts.    He was always 
optimistic and had a special 
way of bringing joy to 
others.   Jay will be missed 
and will always be 
remembered.   There is a 
band in heaven waiting to 
welcome him. 

Farewell to Charley Oveland, fiddler 
Charley and spouse Ruth have been SCVFA members 
since 1994.  Charley served as state membership officer 
for the Old Time Fiddlers Association.  He loved to 
participate in fiddle contests and served as a judge for 
SCVFA’s Youth Fiddle Contests.  His fiddle sound will 
go on… www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wrwaYJ13wc 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wrwaYJ13wc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wrwaYJ13wc
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Listen:            Typeset by Pete Showman 
www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SecondPosn_Ex1.mid 
www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SecondPosn_Ex2.mid 
www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SecondPosn_Ex3.mid 
 
 

www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SecondPosn_Ex4.mid 
www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SecondPosn_Ex5.mid 
 
 

http://www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SecondPosn_Ex1.mid
http://www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SecondPosn_Ex2.mid
http://www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SecondPosn_Ex3.mid
http://www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SecondPosn_Ex4.mid
http://www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SecondPosn_Ex5.mid


   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
  

 
 

 
   

  
 

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 
or email to: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 

Next Jam:  Sunday April 3rd, 
1-5 pm at Hoover Middle School 

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.   
Location:  Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,  
San Jose.  The school is at the corner of Naglee and Park.  
Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side. 

SCVFA 
P.O.Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

Right: Hicks’ Licks (page 6) 
Fingering charts for Second 
Position Licks on page 7 
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