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President’s 
Note 
 

June is the end of spring 
and the last jam of this 
season at Hoover school.  
Come join us for jams, 
concerts, and the Open 
Mic before the school 
hiatus begins.  This 

month's concert features a “Fairy Set” by the ‘Standing 
Stones’ and a Scottish set by SCVFA members & friends 
from the San Francisco Scottish Fiddlers. Music is meant 
to be shared.  Invite your friends, family, co-workers and 
others to hear us play.     
 

To all our new members, Welcome!  Musical adventures 
start here at SCVFA.  Get involved and share the fun with 
family, friends and new friends.  I do my best to welcome 
each of you personally.  If I missed saying hello, please 
come introduce yourself.  
 

COVID-19 has not gone away.   Due to rising numbers, 
SCVFA shares the county's strong recommendation of 
wearing masks in public indoor spaces.    Our community 
has many vulnerable members.  Wear a mask inside if 
you choose to lessen your likelihood of illness.  Please 
stay home if you do not feel well. 
 

Robert Cornelius of ‘Wildcat Mountain Ramblers” fame, 
will lead the bluegrass jam.  Robert makes any jam fun.  
Be a rover and try various jam circles with different 
genres of music. 
 

The 3rd Sunday Roving jams have been successful and 
have also created far more work for me than anticipated.  
Thus, some modifications are being considered.  We are 
considering jams in just 3 parks, Ocean View in Santa 
Cruz, Mitchell Park in Palo Alto and the Municipal Rose 
Garden Park in San Jose.  Since I am unable to host every 
single jam, one volunteer host per jam is needed.  The 
volunteer’s job is to guide the group and greet new 
people. These jams are intended to attract new members 
and encourage listeners to become our audience at the 
first Sunday jams.  Posting the SCVFA sign, talking to 
those who show interest, and handing out flyers or 
business cards are the tasks for the host.  Let me know 
how you can help. 
 

SCVFA has a Youtube channel.  Look, listen and 
subscribe.  Jam and outside performance videos are 
posted here. 
  

SCVFA has just 1 outside performance this month and 
none yet in June.  Tell your friends, family, and co-
workers that we are available to bring energetic music to 
their event.  To request a performance or to join in the fun 
of being a performer, email performances [at] 
fidders.org. 
 

The fun doesn’t stop when the jam is over.  “AFTERS” 
will be at Britannia Arms Cupertino.    Join us to relax 
and get to know one another.  “Against the Grain”, a 
band comprised of SCVFA members, will be providing 
music from 6:00 - 8:00.   Join us for dinner, drinks and 
wonderful music.  There is a lovely area for outdoor 
dining.  The doors are kept open so the music can be 
heard.    
 

Summer arrives June 21st and the First Sunday Park jams 
will resume.  The July 3, August 7 and September 7 jams 
will be held in the Municipal Rose Garden Park.  The 
Park is located a short walk from Hoover School at the 
corner of Naglee Ave and Garden Drive.  Come early or 
stay late for as much high energy jamming as you wish.  
 

Thank you for being part of SCVFA, a community of 
people who love to make music together.    Remember, 
admission is by donation.  Your continuing support of 
SCVFA is keeping traditional music alive. 

 
-- Susan 

 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCda3_emog3jD4Ho0MtjLIcA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18hIFbTQHbePshq-WHMfC_Gtqy1Q5BX6M/view?usp=sharing
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Quote of the Month 
“Your group sounded great!” 

Colleen Huston to Susan Goodis about the on-stage performance 
of Against the Grain at the May SCVFA Jam.  

 

The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-
supported organization. 

 

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping 
traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation. 

 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-
profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  
our EIN is 51-0196154 

 

Donate as you are able  
and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

--------------- 

The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 
Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the preservation, 
teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in a household 
includes the Fiddler’s Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 
discounted. To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ . 

Officers and Chairs 
President-Trustee  .........  Susan Goodis News Editor  .....................  Patrice Tanti 
Vice President  ............................  Open Newsletter Publisher  ...........  Doug Judd 
Recording Secretary  .  Jessica Ollmann Performances .........  S.Goodis & C.Gum  
Treasurer  ..................  Dinah Showman Publicity  ................  S.Goodis & C.Gum 
Membership Secretary   Pete Showman Webmaster  ........................  Matt Mathis 
Web Content ................ Beverly Tracey 

Trustees 
Seat 1: Bev Tracey Seat 3: Leslie Wu Seat 5: Peter Forrest 
Seat 2: Doug Judd  Seat 4: Caleb Gum Seat 6: Bill Boiko 

To Contact the SCVFA: 
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 
Email to Susan Goodis:  president [at] fiddlers.org    

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 
Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.fiddlers.org 
Copyright 2022, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not 
just for fiddlers”.  The image to the right side of 

the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a 
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to 

illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our 
jams and events. 

 
  

 

http://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
http://www.fiddlers.org/
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCVFA Board Meeting 
May 24 Highlights 

 
 

President Susan Goodis reported on the current status of 
SCVFA. Donations continue to fuel our organization both 
from jam admission and other sources. Three playouts in 
March, April and May brought in funds and helped us engage 
with the public. Facilitron, in charge of the Hoover School 
rental, has finally recognized that we have a credit, which can 
be applied to future charges. 3rd Sunday park jams have been 
going well but going forward will likely be restricted to the 
Rose Garden, Mitchell Park, and Ocean View park unless 
someone determines other sites to be suitable. Mini concerts 
at the Hoover jams will continue but with only two bands to 
ensure plenty of time is left for open mike. 
 
Work continues to improve our mission and purpose 
statements to fully reflect our inclusivity and non-
discrimination stance. Other small changes to the bylaws can 
make them better reflect how we currently operate. 
 
We will work on a conflict of interest statement to be 
discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Trustees are learning about CRM tools and questioning 
whether the added layer of complexity could eventually 
simplify the required work. It was noted that SCVFA is 
unusual in being entirely volunteer managed. 
 
Caleb continues to work with SVCreates. He will be 
submitting a grant application and exploring further 
collaborations. 
 
Other orders of business were discussed including 
reimbursements, a new publicity flag, replacing water bottles 
with a dispenser and paper cups. 
 
SCVFA has agreed to co-promote instrumental workshops 
and concerts hosted by Silicon Valley House Concerts. 

 
– – Jessica Ollman,  

Recording Secretary 
 
 

 
 
 

 
IMPORTANT 

Due to the fluid situation regarding Covid rules, check 
for updates at www.fiddlers.org BEFORE driving to 
any event below.   Last-minute cancellations or added 
rules (e.g. outside gathering only) are always possible, 
unpredictable and, importantly, event specific. 

 

1st Sunday Jam: June 5th 1:00 to 5:00 at Hoover 
Middle School.   
 

Open Mic 1:30-2:30 and 3:30-5:00 
 

Slow jam 1:30-2:30: learning by ear is 
encouraged since old time music is an aural 
tradition.  Developing your ear does take time, 
but it is a worthwhile skill.  If you need a little 
help, tunes are available on our SCVFA website.  
 

Live music performances 2:30 to 3:30 – Old 
Time, Irish, Scottish…  
• Standing Stones, followed by 
• SCVFA and San Francisco Scottish 

Fiddlers members and friends 
 

Tune Exchange 3:30 to 4:00 
 
“AFTERS” will be outdoors at Britannia Arms 
Cupertino on June 5 from 6:00 to 8:00.  The fun 
doesn’t stop when the jam is over.   Join us for 
dinner, drinks and wonderful music.  Located 
1087 S De Anza Blvd, San Jose.    

 
3rd Sunday Jam: June 19th 1:00 to 3:00 at the 
Municipal Rose Garden Park in San Jose.   
 
 
 

SCVFA Mission Statement 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA) 
preserves traditional music genres that feature fiddle 

and other acoustic instruments.  SCVFA takes pride in 
‘passing it on’ to musicians and listeners of all ages, 

ethnicities, gender identities and cultural backgrounds. 
 

SCVFA Wordle: 
https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=wiidw 
 
 
 
                                    

 

47th Bluegrass festival – Grass Valley, Jun 16 -19 
https://californiabluegrass.org/fathers_day_festival/fdf-
home/ 
 

Redwood Music Teen Camp: June 13-18 
Monte Toyon, Conference Center, Aptos 
https://www.communitymusicschool.org/redwood-
music-teen-camp4 
 

San Jose Make Music Day – Jun 21 
www.makemusicday.org/sanjose/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=wiidw
https://mywordle.strivemath.com/?word=wiidw
https://californiabluegrass.org/fathers_day_festival/fdf-home/
https://californiabluegrass.org/fathers_day_festival/fdf-home/
https://www.communitymusicschool.org/redwood-music-teen-camp4
https://www.communitymusicschool.org/redwood-music-teen-camp4
http://www.makemusicday.org/sanjose/
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May Jam Photos by Colleen Huston 
More photos at www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org/  

     
Ladies 
Participation, 
One week before 
Mother’s Day, at 
the May SCVFA 
Jam  
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The Bands Kept Playing  
photos left and bottom by Colleen Huston 

  



Page 6 Fiddler’s Rag  June 2022  

Hicks’ Licks 
By Pete Hicks 
 
 
When I was a road 
musician years ago, we 
used to play in dance 
halls and honky-tonks 
around the West.  In those 

clubs, there were certain songs and dance tunes that every 
band had to know.  We always had to be prepared to play 
Cotton-Eyed Joe (Texas style) and a scottische, back to 
back.  The usual schottishe was the Texas Schottische, 
which is pretty well known.  Another one was the 
Sweetheart Schottische.  The entire dance floor bounced in 
unison as the dancers did their steps and hops. 
 
The schottishe is a dance form, executed to a slow polka 
tempo.  There is nothing Scottish about the schottische.  
“Schottische” is a German word meaning Scottish.  It is 
thought to have originated in Bohemia, and was very 
popular in Victorian ballrooms in the mid 1800’s.  Many 
different forms of the dance exist throughout Europe and 
the Americas.  Spain, Mexico, Argentina, Portugal and 
Brazil all have their variations of the dance. 
 
In the United Sates, the dance goes: step, step, step, hop.  
Step, step, step, hop.  Step, hop, step, hop, step, hop, step, 
hop. 
 
It is usually danced in pairs, but I have seen line-dance 
formations of the schottische as well.  There is also a 
modern line dance called the Sweetheart Schottische. 
 
The classic form of the schottische is two parts played 
twice each.  At the end of the dance, the first part is played 
once with the second ending to conclude the tune.  Part one 
and part two are in different keys.  In our case, part one is 
in G, and part two is in the key of D.  This form is similar 
to many polkas.  The little riff at the end of part two in D 
gives a nice transition back to part one in the key of D.  
Notice that the C is natural in the last measure.  The rhythm 
is medium slow, but very strong, with solid bass and a good 
backbeat.  (About the same tempo as most Reggae or Ska 
music). 
 
There is nothing too difficult in this tune.  It can be played 
entirely in first position.  If you are brave you can play it 
an octave higher as a variation.  To play it in D, just move 
over one string, toward the high E. 
 
On another note, I became a member of two internet fiddle 
networking sites.  I find them to be good resources.  There 
are forums, lessons, videos, fiddle tunes (in PDF, ABC, 

and TABEDIT formats), and all kinds of other fun stuff for 
fiddlers.  One is www.fiddlehangout.com and another is 
www.fiddlefork.com.  The Fiddlefork site has a tool called 
fiddle scales that plays ABC and MIDI files while notes 
highlight themselves on a fingerboard. 
 
This column was first run in the Mar 2010 Fiddler’s Rag.  
 

Pete performs with Bean Creek, a smooth, solid traditional 
bluegrass band. With his rough-hewn fiddle strokes, 
honky-tonk voice and edgy mandolin he conjures up a 
great old-time spirit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear SCVFA family and friends,  
 
 
We want to thank you so much for your thoughts and 
prayers and support at Charley’s passing.  Your calls, 
notes, emails and texts have meant a lot to us. 
 
He was hospitalized for a very short time and we all got to 
say goodbye. 
 
A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, June 11th, 
2pm at the United Methodist Church in Los Gatos.  You 
are very welcome to join us and bring your instrument for a 
memorial jam session. 
 
With love and hugs,  
 

Ruth Oveland and family 
 
  

 

http://www.fiddlehangout.com/
http://www.fiddlefork.com/
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             Typeset by Pete Showman 2/14/2010 
Listen: www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SweetheartSchott78.mid 

Pablo Picasso, Violin Hanging on the Wall, 1913 
 
https://www.myswitzerland.com/en-us/experiences/cities-
culture/art-culture/art/violin-hanging-on-the-
wall/#:~:text=The%20violin%20in%20the%20picture,persp
ectives%20at%20the%20same%20time. 
 
“The violin in the picture by Picasso is barely recognizable as 
such but appears broken down into its components. Totally in 
keeping with the Cubism style that Picasso developed together 
with Georges Braque, the instrument is shown from different 
perspectives at the same time. The free use of shapes and colors 
now becomes more important than the realistic portrayal of a 
motif and is characteristic of 20th century art.” 
 

http://www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/SweetheartSchott78.mid
https://www.myswitzerland.com/en-us/experiences/cities-culture/art-culture/art/violin-hanging-on-the-wall/#:%7E:text=The%20violin%20in%20the%20picture,perspectives%20at%20the%20same%20time
https://www.myswitzerland.com/en-us/experiences/cities-culture/art-culture/art/violin-hanging-on-the-wall/#:%7E:text=The%20violin%20in%20the%20picture,perspectives%20at%20the%20same%20time
https://www.myswitzerland.com/en-us/experiences/cities-culture/art-culture/art/violin-hanging-on-the-wall/#:%7E:text=The%20violin%20in%20the%20picture,perspectives%20at%20the%20same%20time
https://www.myswitzerland.com/en-us/experiences/cities-culture/art-culture/art/violin-hanging-on-the-wall/#:%7E:text=The%20violin%20in%20the%20picture,perspectives%20at%20the%20same%20time


   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 
or email to: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 

SCVFA To-Do List for June  
 
o Have experience with WordPress or want to learn it, to help manage our website?  Email president [at] fiddlers.org.   
o Shop at smile.amazon.com to benefit SCFVA. 
o Attend the SCVFA Jam on June 5th, 1:00pm at Hoover Middle School. 
o Invite a friend to join SCVFA at: www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ 
o Email selfies (or unselfies) to newsletter [at] fiddlers.org, no later than June 18th to be published in the July Rag. 
o While you’re at it, wear your SCVFA tee-shirt.  
o If you are not a member yet and would like to support traditional acoustic music, join today at 

https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ 
  

 

 
  

 
 

 
   

  
 

Next Jam:  Sunday June 5th, 
1-5 pm at Hoover Middle School 

 

SCVFA 
P.O.Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

This 308-Year-Old Violin Could Become the Most Expensive Ever Sold  
by reporter Antonia Mufarech 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/this-308-year-old-violin-could-mark-a-new-
world-record-180980051/ 

If you have ever heard The Wizard of Oz’s “Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” you may 
have experienced the emotional tones of the 1714 “da Vinci, ex-Seidel” violin. 

Crafted in Italy by Antonio Stradivari, the famous instrument is estimated to sell for 
around $20 million by Tarisio, an auction house that specializes in bows and string 
instruments, on June 9. Before the auction, it will be exhibited with special private 
viewings in London, Berlin, Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong and New York. 

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.   
Location:  Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave.,  
San Jose.  The school is at the corner of Naglee and Park.  
Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=2RX5X67LHS6UZ&M=urn:rtn:msg:202011161603219cc01328712f4beda58d063b9d30p0na&R=KBQGL4LJ0EEE&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F51-0196154%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_A_hol_eng_mkt&H=XPH8MASUUD5ISFUODAPZL8FTALCA
http://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/this-308-year-old-violin-could-mark-a-new-world-record-180980051/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/this-308-year-old-violin-could-mark-a-new-world-record-180980051/
https://tarisio.com/davinci/
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