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President’s Note 
 

My trip to Camp George 
Washington Carver in 
Clifftop, WV for the 
Appalachian Stringband 
Festival was awesome and 
educational.  The list of 

amazing musicians in attendance is mind boggling.   To 
name a few: Rachel Eddy, Em Hammond, Erynn 
Marshall, Carl Jones, Jake Blount, Tricia Spencer, Janie 
Rothfield, Brittany Haas, & Bruce Molsky.   My camp, 
“Moose Camp”, shared new tunes with each other in the 
mornings and hosted many wonderful jams.   The weather 
was mostly hot and not too muggy in between the 
cloudbursts.  To keep cool, I wore a dress and sandals 
every day.   Lying on the cool grass to listen to the 
contests proved to be not as joyous as my childhood 
memories. I learned that this climate is ideal as the 
breeding grounds for chiggers.   Every part of my body 
that touched the grass became a juicy meal for these little 
buggers.   The itch that followed will never be forgotten 
and continues almost 3 weeks later.   I have learned how 
to prevent this in the future.  It will not dampen my spirits 
or deter me from returning to Cliftop in future years.   
 

While attending a virtual seminar on leadership in the arts 
community, I became aware of the importance of change.   
I have been president for almost 7 years and will pass the 
torch in February to a new leader.  I plan to continue 
working to promote SCVFA and manage and promote 
performances.  Additionally, the nominating committee 
will be looking for 2 members to serve as trustees on the 
board.   If you are asked to join the board, please say Yes.  
We need good people to keep SCVFA thriving. 
 

SCVFA is playing for quite a few Farmer’s Markets 
lately.   Musicians are encouraged to sign up to play for 
the Los Gatos Farmers Market on September 18th and a 
birthday celebration at Sunny View Retirement 
Community on September 28th.   Join in the fun of 

performing at these events or request a performance by 
emailing performances [at] fidders.org. 

 “AFTERS” on September 4th once again will be at 
Sam’s Bar-B-Que.    Get to know one another while 
enjoying Bar-B-Que and beer!   1110 S Bascom Ave, San 
Jose. 
 

September 4th will be the last of the first Sunday summer 
park jams at the Municipal Rose Garden Park. Look for 
the donation jar or QR code to donate electronically.    
The SLOW JAM is from 1:30 till 2:30 and high energy 
jamming happens all afternoon. Come enjoy the musical 
energy & community of SCVFA. 
Third Sunday park jams will continue throughout the year 
except on the occasional rain days. 
 

As always, thank you for being part of SCVFA, a 
community of people who love to make music together.     
Your continuing support of SCVFA is keeping traditional 
music alive. 

-- Susan 
 

 
 

Support the Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association 

 
When you shop at smile.amazon.com,  

Amazon donates. 
 

Go to smile.amazon.com 

 
 
 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0196154
http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.samsbbq.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0196154
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0196154
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0196154
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0196154
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0196154
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0196154
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0196154
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 The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-
supported organization. 

 

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping 
traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation. 

 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-
profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  
our EIN is 51-0196154 

 

Donate as you are able  
and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

--------------- 

Quote of the Month 
“Come play with us” 
Words on the SCVFA banner towering the many  
events organized: jams, playouts, performances… 

 

The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 
Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the preservation, 
teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in a household 
includes the Fiddler’s Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 
discounted. To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ . 

Officers and Chairs 
President-Trustee  .........  Susan Goodis News Editor  .....................  Patrice Tanti 
Vice President  ............................  Open Newsletter Publisher  ...........  Doug Judd 
Recording Secretary  .  Jessica Ollmann Performances .........  S.Goodis & C.Gum  
Treasurer  ..................  Dinah Showman Publicity  ................  S.Goodis & C.Gum 
Membership Secretary   Pete Showman Webmaster  ........................  Matt Mathis 
Web Content ................ Beverly Tracey 

Trustees 
Seat 1: Bev Tracey Seat 3: Leslie Wu Seat 5: Peter Forrest 
Seat 2: Doug Judd  Seat 4: Caleb Gum Seat 6: Bill Boiko 

To Contact the SCVFA: 
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 
Email to Susan Goodis:  president [at] fiddlers.org    

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 
Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.fiddlers.org 
Copyright 2022, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not 
just for fiddlers”.  The image to the right side of 

the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a 
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to 

illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our 
jams and events. 

 
  

 

http://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
http://www.fiddlers.org/
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SCVFA Board Meeting Highlights 

 

Facilitron/Hoover School finally credited our account for 
overpayments, so we will not pay much for rental this fall and 
spring. 
 

Thanks to Caleb and Susan we applied for and received a 
$2500 SVCreates grant. 
 

Performances continue to go well. Braving the heat for Make 
Music Day in San Jose brought a small audience and $200 for 
participating. 
 

After 7 years as president of SCVFA, Susan will be passing 
the torch. She is willing to keep doing some things such as 
publicity and performances. 
 

Since no one with expertise has stepped forward to fix issues 
with our website, we will be researching paid webmaster 
options. 
 

We will be inviting Robert Cornelius back to lead two more 
bluegrass circles. Writing up some ground rules will hopefully 
help the jam to function at an intermediate to advanced level. 
We will also try to arrange for an old time leader. 
 

We will not resume the December potluck this year but may 
invite members to bring in treats. We can still have a few 
decorations and a drawing. 
 

A new diversity statement will be alongside our mission 
statement on the website. 
 

We will purchase an advertisement in a fundraising booklet to 
be distributed by the Mt. View High School choir. 
Funds were approved for Joe Weed to present a movie he 
created along with a fiddling performance. 
 

Doug Judd and Beverly Tracey will be stepping down at the 
end of their trustee terms, and a nominating committee will be 
seeking new trustee candidates. 
 

– – Jessica Ollman,  
Recording Secretary 

 
 

 
 
 

 
1st Sunday Jam: September 4th 1:00 to 5:00 pm at the 
Municipal Rose Garden park, Naglee Ave. at Garden 
Dr. in San Jose.   
 

Slow jam 1:30-2:30: learning by ear is 
encouraged since old time music is an aural 
tradition.  Developing your ear does take time, 
but it is a worthwhile skill.  If you need a little 
help, tunes are available on our SCVFA website.  
 

“AFTERS” will be at Sam’s Bar-B-Que on 
September 4th immediately after the jam.  The fun 
doesn’t stop when the jam is over.   Join us for 
dinner, drinks and conversation.  Located 1110 S 
Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA.    

 

3rd Sunday Jam: September 18th 1:00 to 3:00 at the 
Municipal Rose Garden Park in San Jose.  
 

IMPORTANT 
• DO NOT Attend These Gatherings if You 

Feel Sick.  
• Anyone who develops COVID-19 within 7 days 

after attending should notify me (president [at] 
fiddlers.org) as soon as possible. 

 
 

 
        

   
        

       
     

 

SCVFA Mission Statement 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 
(SCVFA) preserves traditional music genres 

that feature fiddle and other acoustic 
instruments.  SCVFA takes pride in ‘passing 
it on’ to musicians and listeners of all ages 

and abilities. 
 

Silicon Valley House Concerts presents: 
 

The Corn Potato Stringband 
 

“Impressive fiddle work… authentically raw and 
homespun” – The Scotsman 

Prelude to Berkeley Oldtime Music Convention 
Tuesday – September 20th, 2022 – 6:00pm  
Mountain View - Driveway Concert – Bring a jacket 
 

Reservations: sv.houseconcerts@gmail.com 
 

“This will be our first concert since COVID disrupted 
life as it was!” – Susan Goodis 

 

Diversity Statement 
 

SCVFA believes that our mission is fundamentally 
improved by diversity and inclusion.  SCVFA is at all 
times committed to providing an open, safe, and 
welcoming environment for all our members and 
guests.  We celebrate the varied abilities, ethnicities, 
sexualities, ages, gender identities, religions and 
cultural backgrounds of our community, and do not 
tolerate discrimination based upon these differences. 

https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
mailto:sv.houseconcerts@gmail.com
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August Photos by Colleen Huston 
More content at www.facebook.com/Fiddlers.org/  

   

Fiddlers appreciate having guitar 
players around for a steady 
rhythm and occasional break, and 
there were plenty to jam with at 
the Rose Garden this past month. 
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Slippery Hill needs your help! 
Larry Warren 
 
 

Slippery Hill has become 
mighty popular these 
days. Nothing makes me 
happier than to know that 
so many people are 
enjoying the site. When I 
go to festivals and jams 
and see people using the 
site to learn tunes or 
maybe just to remember 

how to start a tune, well I'm just delighted as all get out. 
 

It still amazes me how popular Slippery Hill has become. 
What you see today grew from a simple list of fiddle tunes 
in the key of C back in 05. It's so big now that I need help. 
I get that from Sonya Badigian. I am so happy she agreed to 
jump on the Slippery Hill bandwagon. I'm in awe of her 
talent and dedication to Old Time music. 
 
Slippery Hill has become so popular that I've been getting 
letters from the company that hosts the site (Pantheon) 
saying that they would have to bump the site up to the next 
level plan. How bad could that be I thought. 
In case anyone is wondering just how busy Slippery Hill is, 
here is a quote from Pantheon that I got today. "Site 
slippery-hill was previously on a Basic plan with a visits cap 

of 25,000. It has been upgraded to Performance Medium 
based on the following traffic: 35,066 visits in June and 
29,671 visits in July."  That's the good news. And I love it. 
 

The bad news is that with the plan upgrade the cost to host 
Slippery Hill went from $500 per year to $3300 per year. 
Now, there is no danger of Slippery Hill going kaput so 
don't worry about that. But I could use some help.  Shel 
Sandler and The Brandywine Friends of Old Time Music 
set up an account back along for tax deductible donations to 
Slippery Hill. That's the account I use to pay the big bills. 
So, if you use Slippery Hill and haven't donated yet, please 
consider doing just that to; 

 
Brandywine Friends of Old Time Music 

c/o Sheldon Sandler, 
112 Ponds Lane, Wilmington, Delaware 19807 

 
 

Please specify in your check or in a separate note that the 
contribution is for Slippery Hill.  Of course, you can still 
give by clicking on a donate button on the slippery hill web 
site itself. But by sending to Shel it will go directly for this 
expense.   
 

Some of you may know that I've been traveling around the 
country with my wife Susan in our Airstream.  Yes, we love 
the lifestyle. Going on 5 years now. Wherever we park is 
our home. That doesn't mean I'm not working on Slippery 
Hill though. In fact, I'm working on a big project right now. 
Bigger even then the Milliner-Koken collection if you can 
believe that. Yes, I am a brute for punishment. 

 

Large circle of musicians gathered at the Rose Garden for the August SCVFA jam 
-------------------------- 

 

https://www.slippery-hill.com/
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=hd36oOZVmutuBWBXI-eLTkTiR70GBfsPWnx4c7AXr0sT99cWlm1kPCpwvfDboeDu7N4te7GpcLRZJrcb
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Hicks’ Licks: 
Ten Mandolin 
Tips 
By Pete Hicks 
 
This month we have 
some tips and exercises 
for the mandolinists in 

the crowd.  The mandolin is easy to play at first but gets 
much more difficult as one progresses to intermediate and 
advanced playing.  We will start with ten basic ideas. 
 

#1 - Although the mandolin has 8 strings, we play it as a 4-
string instrument.  We must make sure the pick strikes both 
strings of each pair and follow through.  Try playing in 
front of a mirror and watching the string vibrate.  It will be 
obvious if only one string vibrates. 
 

#2 - The next tip is to use down-strokes whenever it is 
possible.  The down stroke gives a fuller tone, especially 
on slower tunes.  Example 1 is a down stroke arpeggio 
practice. 
 

#3 - If you play bluegrass, learn how to play the “chop” 
back beat.  It is best played with closed chords, releasing 
pressure with the left hand immediately after the chop 
stroke.  In other musical styles, use the appropriate rhythm 
figure. 
 

#4 - All mandolin players need to develop the loose wrist 
in the picking hand.  Anything that interferes with this, 
such as planting the little finger, or resting the palm on the 
bridge, should be eliminated.  The strap length is critical to 
the correct right-hand position as well. 
 

#5 - There are basically two schools of thought on holding 
the pick.  The most common (from jazz guitar) is the loose 
grip between the thumb and the curled index finger.  With 
this grip, the pick flexes back and forth in your hand as you 
play and is always playing down toward the soundboard.  
This gives a lovely fat tone.  The other grip is between the 
thumb and the index and middle fingers.  In this case the 
pick is held more tightly and tends to give crispier, brighter 
tone.  I tend to use the second grip if I am cross-picking. 
 

#6 - Tremolo and fast 16th notes are the engine of the 
mandolin.  Example 2 is a sixteenth note practice that you 
can do with a metronome, speeding up a little at a time.  
Just think 4 strokes per foot tap.  The triplet tremolo is 

faster and much more difficult (Example 3).  Here we are 
playing 6 notes per beat in 3 note pairs.  This one really 
gets the motor going.  When triplets are played slowly, I 
recommend the Down-Up-Down, Down-up-Down pattern.  
(Nice for Irish jigs.) 
 

#7 - Let’s not forget to keep working on that pesky 4th 
finger.  The fourth finger is always the last one to straighten 
itself out.  I have been trying the classical violin maneuver 
of pointing my index finger in the air when I use the 4th 
finger.  It seems to be helping. 
 

#8 - The last couple of positive points are to learn the 
melody of each song and to get out and play with others.   
 

#9 - Here are three suggested Don’ts: 
Don’t play too loud at the wrong time (Listen). 
Don’t’ noodle (play lots of nonsense notes) between songs.  
(I have been guilty of this all too often). 
Don’t pass when the solo comes around to you.  Give it 
your best shot.  The only way to swim is to jump in the 
water. 
 

#10 - The last example is a fun trick.  Play double stops 
and slide them around while tremoloing with the right 
hand.  This is a favorite Grisman device. 
 
Happy Fiddling! 
 
This column was first run in the June 2010 Fiddler’s Rag.  
 

Pete performs with Bean Creek, a smooth, solid traditional 
bluegrass band. With his rough-hewn fiddle strokes, 
honky-tonk voice and edgy mandolin he conjures up a 
great old-time spirit.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Performers Wanted! 
 
Email performances [at] fiddlers.org to request a 
performance or to be a performer.   Performances are a 
very important part of our mission and SCVFA is 
always happy to provide music for parties, gatherings, 
or any type of event. 
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           Typeset by Pete Showman 6/22/2010 
Listen: www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/MandoEssentials-1007.mid 

http://www.fiddlers.org/Tunes/Hicks/MandoEssentials-1007.mid


   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 
or email to: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 

Next Jam:   
Sunday September 4th  

at 1 pm Rose Garden Park 
             Directions to  

Rose Garden Park 

 
  

 
 

 
   

  
 

 SCVFA To-Do List for September  
 

o Have experience with WordPress or want to learn it, to help manage our website?  
Email president [at] fiddlers.org.   

o Shop at smile.amazon.com to benefit SCFVA. 
o Attend the SCVFA Jam on September 4th, 1:00pm at the Rose Garden. 
o Invite a friend to join SCVFA at: www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ 
o Email selfies (or unselfies) to newsletter [at] fiddlers.org, no later than September 

18th to be published in the October Rag. 
o While you’re at it, wear your SCVFA tee-shirt.  
o If you are not a member yet and would like to support traditional acoustic music, 

join today at https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ 
  

 

SCVFA 
P.O.Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

 

 
SCVFA has a Youtube channel.    Take 
a look, listen and subscribe.   Jam and 
outside performance videos are posted 
here. 

3rd Sunday jam at Mitchell Park (Photo: Susan Goodis) 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=2RX5X67LHS6UZ&M=urn:rtn:msg:202011161603219cc01328712f4beda58d063b9d30p0na&R=KBQGL4LJ0EEE&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F51-0196154%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_A_hol_eng_mkt&H=XPH8MASUUD5ISFUODAPZL8FTALCA
http://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCda3_emog3jD4Ho0MtjLIcA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCda3_emog3jD4Ho0MtjLIcA
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